
Sunday 7th. January 2018 
The greatness of the Salvation offered in Christ 

2 Peter 1. 
 
Introduction 
 
Last week, we looked at the sufficiency of Christ in salvation. We finished up in 2 Peter 
1 where Peter tells us that everything we need for life and godliness, which includes 
both life now and to come after death, has been provided for us. Today, I want to begin 
to look at this important passage which contains a very concise summary of the path 
and means to a true and full Christian life. We will start with an overview of the passage. 
Over the next weeks, we will peel off more layers, so that by the end of the month we 
can have a working understanding of what Peter is saying, the grounds of his 
encouraging us to the duties involved, and how to fulfill these duties, to the end that we 
make our calling and election sure with the consequence that we burst into heaven at 
the end! 
 
There is a very important understated principle here, which is that it is important that we 
end well, and not just start well!  Enoch ended well, Elijah ended well, and Stephen 
ended well, as did many other Biblical characters. However, we are also told of others 
who did not end well, Judas, King Saul and Dives, for example. Peter writes to instruct 
us how to live well and how to die well.  
 
Over my life time, I have seen many people die well. They went in peace believing. 
Others have died uncertain if their wings would carry them over the fire, and others 
have gone in fear and agony of soul. How we are at the end of our lives will depend on 
what we make of, and what we do with, this passage. John Wesley said of the early 
Methodists that they died well. This was in large part due to the attention given to 
preaching the Scriptures, the learning of the Methodist theology-rich hymns, and the 
various small group, or class system they established. This led to spiritual growth, and 
growth is what this passage is all about. 
 
A Question. 
 
Do you think that a risen, glorified, victorious, supreme Christ has done all He has done 
to give us a poor, beggarly, threadbare salvation? Many Christians live as if this is the 
case. Others live as if we are doing God a favour in going to Church, for others there is 
little evidence of faith as in a relationship with Christ. It should not be like this.  If we 
read the history of the Church, we discover that there has always been both lively and 
lack luster ‘Christians’ in every generation, but it need not be this way. A dramatic 
example of this is the before and after of the Reformation 500 years ago. 
 
Let me clarify. I am not talking about the people who claim that being a Christian is all 
about success, wealth, health, ease and fame in this life. If that is regarded as the 
criterion of being a Christian, then Christ failed, Paul and the Apostles failed, and 
countless others including the heroes of Hebrews 11 failed. What we are looking at is 



Christianity as taught by Christ and the Apostles, the Beatitude type believers, those 
who desire and aspire to, ‘love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind and 
strength, and your neighbor as yourself.’ The kind of believing which gave us the first 
martyr Stephen, the Wesleys and Whitfield, the Hymn writers, and all the others who 
have suffered and died and given glory to God by their lives.  
 
So, is the salvation offered by Christ threadbare? No it is not, and this is the first thing 
we need to see and consider. The world and the devil want us to look at a weak child in 
a manger, and a fool on a cross, and sadly that is often how the world views Jesus 
today. For many, Jesus is the butt of jokes, and a curse word. It is only ignorance of the 
knowledge of God that causes people to do this. Pity such fools, have mercy on them, 
but don’t be afraid to tell them that their thinking is flawed!  
 
However, let us consider some verses which the Bible uses to describe those who 
believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. Christians are people who are in this relationship to 
God by His doing.  
 
Rev. 1.16 – made a kingdom of priests – priests serve God directly. 
1 Peter 1.9-10 a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people. We are priests and 
kings in God’s economy, a people set apart for His glory and God’s pleasure. 
Rev. 12.11 Overcomers of the Devil by the Blood of the Lamb and our word of 
testimony. In this verse alone is contained the path out of all defeats, mental, emotional, 
spiritual, as long as we take the medicine as prescribed and complete the course! 
Eph.1 Chosen and adopted into the family of God. We are heirs of the Father, and joint 
heirs with the Son. 
Eph. 2.9 We are citizens of heaven. 
 
There are so many ways in which Christians are described in the Bible. However, it 
does not happen all at once, we need to grow up and into these blessings. For example, 
a rich father may buy his infant son a series of powerful cars. However, the child will not 
drive these himself, even though they are given to him, until he grows up enough, and 
has learned how to drive. Growth is a part of gaining our inheritance.  
 
Those who have believed and received Christ are royal children, members of His family 
and household, members of His Body the Church, the called and chosen of God. They 
make up the bride of Christ, suitably adorned for the wedding day, called to be holy, to 
become Christ-like. None of this is shabby. None of this is anything other than 
wonderful, but we have to grow up and into this, as nobody is born grown up, and 
certainly nobody is born again grown up!     
 
Essentially, Peter is telling us in 2 Peter 1 what a Christian can be, and should be, and 
must be in process of becoming. We are to live in the dignity of being children of God, 
not as orphans. We are to live in a way that brings credit to God and make Him proud of 
us, not ashamed of us. We are to live in the royal clothing of the righteousness of Christ, 
not in filthy rags. We are to be devoted and beloved of Christ as his Bride, to be 
prepared for that event, and not be like gutter snipes. We are to live a life worthy of the 



work of Christ, which is better than just bumping along the bottom like everyone else. 
This does not exclude suffering, trials and conflict, in fact, to live an ever increasingly 
authentic Christian life will mostly guarantee joys and sorrows, war with sin and our 
heart corruptions, and trials in the world, but with this, we will have the presence and 
comfort of God in increasing measure. 
 
The Text – an overview. 
Every phrase and word in this passage is pregnant with significance and truth. Rather 
than going into each phrase deeply at once, we will take an overview of some of the 
mechanics of the text to try and let it flow more freely over our minds and hearts. There 
are a number of difficulties in the various translations because words adapt their 
meaning by the context of their use. For example the word, ’bad.’ Today, bad, when 
spoken by a person can mean ‘good’ as used by Michael Jackson! We say that the 
weather is bad, meaning that it is not suitable for our plans or desires. What may be a 
bad day for a sun bather, cloudy, may be a good day for a fisherman.  We will come to 
these words soon. Cream may be bad in that it is gone off for one, but a delight to 
another, sour cream with chili! 
 
V1-2  
 
Peter introduces himself in a common way for his day. Simon Peter, his given name and 
the name Christ gave him. There is nothing strange in this, except it would be of 
encouragement to us to see that Simon, the enthusiast, the proud, who sank on the 
water, who misunderstood Christ so often, and who denied Christ at the Cross, is 
writing this passage, and is now grown up to a considerable degree and embodies what 
he encourages us to do. It worked for Peter, it will work for us too! Peter’s story was 
both bad and good, but as he grew in these things, it became better. Peter the man who 
denied Christ, becomes Peter the lion-heart, proclaiming Christ boldly! 
 
Peter tells us that believers and Apostles share in the same faith. There is a body of 
truth that we believe concerning Christ. Various attempts have been made to boil the 
Gospel down to essentials, a code of non-negotiable truth, and these are often called 
creeds and catechisms. They have their place, but the Gospel is so rich, there is always 
more colour to see. The basic tenants of the faith are the free grace of God, the 
Incarnation of Christ, His humanity and deity. His death on the Cross for our sin, His 
rising from the dead for our justification, the Intercession of Christ at the right hand of 
God in glory, and His coming again to take His own to glory. These are but some of the 
things that are common to the faith of all Christians.  
 
Every person who has faith, be it in large measure, or a small measure, is saved, 
because it is the having of faith that matters, not the greatness of its measure, The 
Epistles speak of little faith and great faith even as it speaks of Christians in different 
states of maturity, as babies, youths, young men, and old men. This is not an age thing, 
but a maturity thing. For example, the thief next to Christ on the Cross, was born again, 
and then died. He died a new born Christian, a baby Christian, but a true Christian. 



A fine wire will conduct electricity as well as a thicker one. It only takes the one spark to 
light the fire. So with faith, the spark will save us, it does not take the whole 10,000 
volts.  
 
Faith is an important gift. It is the way we become Christians, and it is the way we grow 
as Christians. Faith is an appropriating grace. That means that it is faith that receives 
every other grace that God offers us. We receive and use the grace of faith, and by the 
working of the Holy Spirit in the use of the received grace, we grow up. Faith is firstly a 
gift of God. If we use it, exercise it, it grows. If we do not use it, it weakens like unused 
muscle. It is the same with every other grace given to us by God. We either use it, or it 
decays. In passing, do you ever wonder why we receive so few graces? One reason is 
that of our failing to give God the thanks and glory due to His Name. Have you made a 
big sale for your company? Was it all you, or do you give God thanks for it? Have you 
had a healthy year, or recovered well from some illness or trouble? Is it all down to us 
and the doctors, or do we see behind it all the grace of God? Have we acknowledged 
Him and given thanks to Him or not? 
 
Peter’s prayer is the same as that which appears in Paul and others, He prays for his 
readers that they will have grace and peace in abundance, it is to increase even as their 
understanding of and knowledge of the truth about Christ increases. Grace and peace 
are to a Christian what food and water is to the body, and breath and blood are to our 
bodily functioning. I have been told that the first priorities in battle field medicine is to 
ensure breath and blood flow to the wounded serviceman. If either of these fail, the 
outcome will be death. So with the Christian, grace is the attitude of favour with which 
God choses to regard mankind. Peace is the result of the work of Christ on the Cross by 
which our offensiveness to God is removed. The experience of these comes from the 
illumination of the Scriptures to us concerning the nature of God and the work of Christ 
by the enlightening work of the Holy Spirit. Vital!  Peter prays that grace and peace 
would abound, increase, grow, and fill our minds and hearts. This is a good prayer to 
pray for ourselves, not once or now and again, but every day, and better still, several 
times a day! 
 
V3-4  
 
These verses give us the reason to follow the path outlined in v 5-7. These we will come 
to later.  
 
V5  
 
This verse presents challenges as to the way in which the possible meanings of words 
are used. We will take each in turn. In this verse a duty is declared that we are 
motivated and indebted to follow given the preparation and provision God has made in 
v3-4. Our duty is to appropriate and grow in the graces outlined in v 5-7. 
 
V5 ‘Make every effort’, labour, be diligent. There are two descriptive ways this word is 
translated ’make every effort’ is used. It is used to describe the activity of people in the 



past who competed to stage a great feast for the noble elite. They all tried to outbid 
each other for the costly privilege of staging the feast. Probably it was motivated by 
social status. Today, we could think about the elaborate way the bids are made to stage 
the modern Olympics. This is all about status, as history seems to show that later 
benefits of staging the Olympics are mixed.  
 
The other way the word is used was to describe the way a pack of hunting dogs 
behaves in pursuit of their quarry. They run and followed after the game until it is run 
down and taken. They do not stop until the goal is achieved. Eph. 6 gives us the sense 
– ‘having done all, stand!’  Do not give up until this is achieved. If you fall, get up again. 
If we can’t run, limp, if we can’t limp, crawl!  As Churchill is reported to have said when 
speaking at his old school, this was his speech, ‘Never give up, never give up, no, never 
give up.’ So as here – make every effort, not some, not an on/off attempt, but every 
effort and die doing so if required. Why do people think that Christianity is soppy?  It is 
the stuff for real men and real woman! 
 
This is the attitude that Wesley convey in, ‘Soldiers of Christ arise!’ or the other hymn 
that starts, ‘Rise up O men of God.’ This is mighty work, the best work, but because of 
God’s supply a work that every Christian is commanded to do and can do, by God’s 
enabling. Every Christian is exhorted to do this, baby, youth, young man, old man! 
 
V5 says that to faith we are to add goodness, the AV says virtue. This is a confusing 
translation to us. 
To add here means not so much to add so that we now have a list of contents. It has 
the meaning more of adding one thing to another as in compounding a medicine. It is 
not that we now have a mixed product, but rather one that by the adding of ingredients 
makes a different product greater that the constituent parts.   
 
An example of the end being greater than the parts is to think about bread making. You 
take flour, add a pinch of salt, add yeast then water and kneed it. After proving, it is 
baked, and we end up with a delicious home baked loaf, much nicer and better than wet 
flour or salty yeast – it has been compounded, or added so as to make a loaf.  
 
Peter is telling us that we are to become real Christians by these virtues, graces being 
compounded in us, so as to make us become Christ-like. 
 
Peter goes on, ‘add virtue to faith.’ Faith is the starting point of the Christian life, and the 
way on in the Christian life. Paul tells us that faith can grow, and Peter is telling us that 
faith must grow.  The greater our faith grows, the greater the graces we can 
appropriate, the more we grow, and so on.  
 
The word virtue here, does not mean some sort of vague goodness or moral quality. It is 
used as a qualifier to faith, and has the sense of energy, power. We are being 
encouraged to develop a rugged, hardy, dogged faith, a faith that will lay hold of other 
graces and not falter or give up no matter how weary or battered we are. Do you 
remember some of the Andy Murray games where he was a set or two down, but he 



dug in and clawed his way to victory? That is the sort of attribute to faith that we are to 
develop. We need faith such as this if we are to develop real Christian character. How 
can anyone think that Christians are people who have chosen an easy, limp wristed 
path? The path is heroic and difficult, but then the rewards on offer are eternal and 
wonderful, and worth every effort! 
 
There are numerous examples of this virtue, this energy being called for in Scripture. Do 
you remember what was said to Joshua on the eve of the people entering the Promised 
Land? Three times God told him to be strong and very courageous. Gideon was told to 
‘go in the strength of this might of yours,’ even though he was very aware of his 
weakness. Paul in Ephesians prays for the people to be ‘strengthened with might in 
their inner beings’, and in chapter 6, regarding spiritual conflict, he tells them, ‘be strong 
in the Lord and in His mighty power.’ This is the sort of faith we are duty bound to grow, 
and as noted before, this is the type of growth that God has made provision for. 
 
Today’s Application 
 
We have begun to open up this passage. I wonder are you sensing the powerful nature 
of what we are examining. It is a route map to muscular Christianity, and even better, it 
is the promise that our guide on the road will be God the Holy Spirit, with us and in us.  
 
In 2 Corinthians 10.4, Paul speaks about ‘strongholds.’ A stronghold is a mindset 
impregnated with hopelessness and despair, which accepts as unchangeable 
something which is known to be contrary to God’s will. (Ed Silvoso) We all have 
strongholds weighing us down. This is the medicine to break these strongholds and 
enter the land of promises step by step, year by year. There is hope for every believer in 
this passage. There is hope for Sauls to become Pauls, Simons to become Peters, and 
any and all believers to rise above what presently binds and mars us. 
 
 
This route is the narrow path, the path that leads to God and glory and heaven and 
happiness now and forever. It is not a path that will necessarily lead to wealth or 
reputation, or high position like Moses or David or Daniel enjoyed and suffered. These 
men were prepared to give all these worldly benefits up to gain the esteem of God. 
Others had the esteem of God even though they were not regarded or rewarded by the 
World. The Apostles regarded themselves as the rubbish of the world, scorned and 
rejected, but they were highly esteemed by God. Likewise, following the path of 2 Peter 
1 is not a road map to treasures and pleasures in this life, they may or may not be ours. 
This is a road map to happiness now and for eternity, and the esteem and smile of God. 
It is this that will carry us through joys and sorrows, losses and gains, tragedies and 
victories and beyond death and to bursting into heaven with the welcome of God, the 
angels and the saints!  
 
Will we embrace this path, this costly path that leads to the pearl of great price and the 
hidden treasure, or will we settle for something much less? Will we live and die in peace 



or in fear and uncertainty of our condition? How we respond to this passage will indicate 
our way.         
      
 
 
 
 
 
  


