
Sunday 14th January 2018 
2 Peter 1.1-11 

The duty, the motive and the results of heeding this instruction. 
 

Last week we looked at some of the language used in this text to see the richness of 
what was being taught. Verse 5 was opened out to show that Peter is telling us to grow 
in faith so that our faith is energetic. To this energetic faith we are to add other 
ingredients, and other features to our faith. We are to compound these virtues into 
something greater than the component parts. The illustration I used was bread making. 
A home baked loaf of bread is more than its parts of flour, yeast, salt and water. In 
letting the component parts work together, they are compounded into bread, much 
better than eating wet flour or salty yeast! 
 
Peter further tells us that we are to ‘make every effort,’ not some, or a little effort now 
and then, but every effort. The word used here denotes a dog running after its prey in 
hunting, and people competing to win a bid. We could perhaps say that we are being 
encouraged to a lively, persistent, determined faith.  
 
Today we will look at the flow of the passage, but first something needs to be said about 
calling and election. 
 
In verse 10, Peter tells us the purpose of the duty prescribed in verses 5-7. We are to 
make our, ‘calling and election sure.’ If this is done, the outcome will be a, ‘rich welcome 
into the eternal kingdom.’     
 
Calling is what happens when God acts in our lives to awaken our hearts and 
consciences, so that the question of faith in Christ becomes a serious matter in our 
lives. If responded to, it leads to us repenting and entering into a new relationship with 
God by faith in Christ. In other words, we become Christians, new creations, born again. 
Calling happens in our life, in time. We hear people say things like, ‘I became a 
Christian in 2017.’ We understand what this means, but Peter tells us that this has 
happened because God has previously chosen us before the world was created. We 
read about this in many places in the Bible, but Ephesians 1 verse 4 is clear. 
 
‘For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his 

sight.’ 
 

Very often people get hot under the collar about election and predestination. The 
conversation goes like this. ‘It is unfair of God to choose some people and not others! 
What about all the other people who are of different religions and those who never hear 
about Jesus?’ People respond in a variety of ways to this, but such a response misses 
the point. The fact is that nobody but God knows who is elect and will be called to faith 
in Christ. We don’t know if we are elect until we are called and respond in faith. Election 
is a doctrine given not to speculate as to who is elect and who is not, but it is a doctrine 
for Christians to encourage and comfort them.  
 



What I mean is this, if you are a Christian, then you are not so by accident, or chance. 
Your faith is not something that God was surprised by, but something which God has 
planned for from before the creation. The outcome of calling and election is eternal life 
with God, and if we heed Peter’s advice, it will be a journey of assurance, a rich entry 
into the eternal kingdom. We are being encouraged to see that salvation is a broad and 
deep and strong flowing river that started before the world was created, and flows in 
constant power to its completion. We are meant to be assured of the power and 
strength and potency of the faith. It is a certain salvation through faith, and a solid rock 
to depend on as the old hymn says –  
 

‘On Christ the solid rock I stand,’ 
 

The salvation is solid because God is in it, behind it and is the master and giver of it. 
Don’t get distracted by asking the question as to who is and who is not elect. We should 
speak to everyone about Christ, because we do not know or determine who is saved 
and who is not. Every person needs to hear the message. For Christians, the doctrine of 
election gives rise to this confession, ‘Father, I thank you that you have loved me from 
eternity, I thank you that you love me now, I thank you that you will love me forever.’ 
 
Let us now unwrap the text a little bit more. 
 
1. Verses 3-5 
God has made full provision for us for life and godliness in Christ and through the 
knowledge of Him.  
We need to think about this deeply. Peter tells us that God has given us everything that 
is necessary for life and Godliness. Everything, not just some things. This is a dramatic 
challenge to the accepted wisdom of the world. It is customary in the Western world to 
rely on anything else first rather than God. Mostly we turn to God as a last option, rather 
than a first option.  
 
This does not mean, as some people think, that we are not to take medicine if ill, or plan 
travel or make a shopping list. It does not mean we just let go and expect God to send a 
bus at the right time and so on. However, we do tend in the West, to try every other 
means before we ask God or consult His word and wisdom concerning things. I 
remember years ago someone telling me they had done everything to try and solve a 
family dispute. I asked them if they had prayed, examined the Bible for the way a father 
should be, asked advice on the meaning of the Bible’s teaching, had they examined 
their attitude and response to family members in the light of this? Had they considered 
the need to ask for forgiveness or extend forgiveness, and so on? Guess what? They 
had not done any of these things, yet they said they had done everything! 
 
The provision comes through the, ’knowledge of Christ.’ We need to be learning who 
God is, what He is like, what He has done through the death, resurrection and 
ascension of Christ to glory. I will say more next time about how we go about this. The 
promises of God refer to these things, past, present and future. We need to be learning 
what God has done, what He is doing in us now, and what is yet to come in the future. 



This begins by reading the Bible. Without the Bible, there can be no growing knowledge 
of Christ. 
 
All this is quite a demand for people like us who have become so removed from any 
awareness of God. We are so influenced and captivated by materialism, consumerism, 
and swept along by the powerless promises of succeeding government bodies. 
 
A life that is orientated to God and His promises is vital because of the corruption that is 
in the world due to sin and the desire to do our own thing.  
 
The ‘rights’ of the individual are almost elevated to the status of a god. A TV personality 
recently spoke publically saying that we should respect each-others truth. That is fine as 
a sound bite, but is nonsense, because if your truth and my truth differ, then the result, 
inevitably, is conflict. For example, take the controversy over ‘legal highs.’ Would you be 
happy for your children to be taught in school that it is all right to take such drugs?  
There are people who want such things to happen. The attitude today has almost 
reached the point where things are only wrong if you get caught! Romans chapter 1 
talks about the downward spiral in morality that results when we cast off a Biblical 
standard of ethics. People do not realise that God’s requirements apply to all, Christian, 
pagan, unbeliever and anyone else out there. It is accepted as the norm that the Bible 
only applies for Christians. Wrong, it applies to all!  
 
I am not getting any younger, but in my early teens, you could leave your bike unlocked 
outside the swimming pool for a couple of days without concern of it being stolen. It was 
common to leave the car doors unlocked, and even if the keys were left in by accident, 
the car would still be safe. Elderly people were not afraid to walk alone by night, and 
bullies were sorted out by your friends! Changed days. Someone I know had their bike 
stolen while it was double chained to a bike stand outside a shop. The thieves came 
with bolt cutters!   
 
2. Verses 5-7 
There is a duty commanded and commended. 
 
We are to make our calling and election sure by plainly being Christian. This is 
demonstrated by Christian character becoming more and more evident in our lives, to 
us, and to others. The means of doing this is by growth. 
 
Faith is the starting point of the Christian life. It is by faith that we come into a 
relationship with Christ, and even this faith is a gift. It is also by faith that we continue on 
as Christians. Faith can and is to increase and grow both in quantity and quality. If it 
grows in quality, which is what Peter is talking about, it will also grow in quantity. Our 
faith is to become vigorous and persevering, because it is only a vigorous faith that will 
be able to respond and do what is required. To this faith we are to add self-control, 
patience, to the end that we become godlier, that is, Christ-like. The outcome of 
becoming increasingly Christ-like is that we will love other Christians and love other 



people who are not yet Christians. Love is the chief fruit of this process, the proof of the 
pudding, if you will.  
 
Can you see that the process of internal transformation? Firstly faith, then self-control, 
and patience, leading to the growth of Christ-like character. This gives rise to external, 
visible characteristics of love for other believers and also love for all people. There is an 
internal change that leads to an observable response. We are not perfect in this regard 
in this life, but there is to be progress. In 1 John, the apostle puts it bluntly. He says that 
those who say they love God, but don’t love their brothers, meaning Christians, are 
deluded. 
 
This matter is very important. The loving of other Christians is more than having a sort 
of warm fuzzy feeling. It comes down to practical things. Here is one of them. How can 
we claim to love God and our brothers if we do not meet with them? There is no such 
thing as a sincere Christian who does not meet with other believers in a church of some 
sort. More than this, there are requirements as to what constitutes a church. There is to 
be evidence of faith, not only a claim to faith that has no outcome, no fruit. 
 
This is why we need robust faith, because there are forces in ourselves and the world, 
not forgetting about the devil, which actively and powerfully work to make us settle for a 
form of religion that has no power and which does not change us.  
 
3. Verses 8 
 
The Motive for the vigorous pursuit of these duties. 
 
Peter tells us that the motive for adding these virtues to our faith is to make us fruitful. 
This is the development of Christ-like character, life and service. The reason most 
church work in the west today is ineffective is not because we lack money or 
intelligence, or technology, but because we lack godliness. We think that we can offer 
our plans and ideas and actions to God and He is somehow duty bound to accept and 
bless them. This is not so. We are told that it is the house built on the rock which 
stands, not the one built on the sand. We are told to build with gold and silver and 
precious stones. Things built with wood and hay and stubble will get burned up in the 
evaluation. Some people who did miracles and spoke prophesies were told that if their 
hearts were not right, their work was unacceptable. The Pharisee who congratulated 
himself on his morality was not heard, and yet we still think that if we say we are doing 
something for God that He is duty bound to bless it! 
 
Many of us will have seen movements and strategies come and go over the years. We 
need to look more carefully at things and see what has endured and give more place to 
these than the latest idea that excites. It may, or may not be from God, but just because 
it is exciting, that does not guarantee that it is from God! Time and fruitfulness will tell its 
nature. 
 



Peter is telling us how to be fruitful with a fruit that is acceptable to God and which will 
abide! Faith, godliness, love. Peter is telling us that it is the calling and purpose of God 
that we be fruitful in our Christian lives. The fruit is Christlikeness, which is 
demonstrated in love to other believers and all other people. This is to be evident to 
ourselves and others. It is the evidence of Christ-like love that assures us that our 
calling and election are true, and this gives us assurance of the happiness that is to 
come. To know that we are true, sincere Christians is demonstrated by living godly, 
Christ-like lives. The quip is this, if it looks like a duck, walks like a duck, quacks like a 
duck, then it probably is a duck. If we live Christ-like, if our love is Christ-like, if we 
believe Christ-like, then we are Christ-like and hence Christians.  Fruit is the proof of the 
pudding, and Peter’s instruction is how we grow in fruitfulness, and continue to do so. 
 
4. Verse 9. 
 
The result of failing in this duty. 
 
The language used is to contrast the active faith spoken of with idleness, lack of serious 
intent and application. Peter tells us that if we do not grow in the way outlined with the 
outcome of fruitfulness, than we are blind and indeed slipping backward even to the 
neglect and the forgetting of the blessing and significance of being cleansed from past 
sins. 
 
It is inevitable that if we neglect this duty as outlined, that we will go backward and that 
sin will again take dominion of us, This does not necessarily mean that we will not go to 
heaven when we die, but it will mean an anaemic and unhappy and uncertain life now, 
and fear and doubts when the end of life comes. Sadly, the church today and in times 
past, has been full of people who only do what they think is enough to get to heaven. 
Now, I am speaking about people who have truly believed but have neglected the duty 
to apply faith and grow. Those who are depending on being nice, or whose defense 
before the throne of God is that they have never done anyone harm, or that they joined 
a church, are deceived. The only name that will get us to heaven is not our good name, 
but the name of Jesus, and faith in Him. 
 
The reason that many of us apply ourselves to the growth of Christ-likeness to such a 
small degree is because we become, v9, short sighted. To be short sighted is to focus 
only on the three score and ten years of mortal life. We see only the things of this life 
and the world, and these seem real and the next life seems only a dream. This is not 
how the Bible presents the case. We are told to look for a city which has foundations 
whose founder and maker is God. Why? Because this world and its wealth and cities 
and glory is passing! 
 
To fail to give attention to these things is to live with the ever present and likely prospect 
of falling. V10. Falling into sin, vice, all the woes and disappointments of the world. We 
live with the prospect of falling into a life where we are uncertain about our salvation, 
whether God loves us. If this is so, we live under a cloud of constant uncertainty. We 
constantly wonder will God help us, or reject us. We end up living under a sad feeling of 



God’s frown and disapproval. This is not how we are to live. We are being invited and 
instructed how to live as beloved children of God’s own family, as heirs of God and joint 
heirs with Christ, not as orphans or disgraced children! 
 
The provision for all of this is has been given by God through the knowledge of Christ. It 
is because of what Christ has done for us that we can live a Christian life that is truly 
blessed and becoming more and more fruitful.    
 
There is a choice before us – God has made provision, will we be active and attentive to 
this or negligent in the nurture our Christian lives and our immortal souls? The starting 
place is faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. If you have not believed, then do so today, do so 
now, ask Him to come into your life.  
 
Faith is the beginning of the Christian life, and the first response after that is also basic. 
Acts 20.20 and Acts 2.42. Paul taught publically and from house to house. The new 
believers devoted themselves to the Apostles teaching, fellowship, the breaking of 
bread and prayers. Where did that happen? – Publically and from house to house. 
That’s where! The congregation and house groups, smaller groups. If we are serious 
about growth, we need to be in church on Sundays and also in a group, or house group 
where these things are the pattern. Without these, we are failing to make, ‘every effort.’  
The choice is ours, either fruitfulness or ineffectiveness and unproductiveness.         
 
  
 
 
  


