
Sunday 10th. Dec. 2017 
Second Sunday in Advent 

 
John 1.1-18, Luke 2.34-35. 
 
Advent is meant to be a time of preparation. Preparation to remember and celebrate the 
birth of Christ long ago. It is also the celebration of the daily meeting with Christ in 
personal devotion and fellowship, and it looks forward to the second coming of Christ, 
when He will not come as an infant, but as the glorious king of salvation with His mighty 
angels with Him! 
 
It is important for Christians to meditate and think about this, because Jesus came and 
died on a cross, and Paul in 1 Corinthians 1v 17, tells us that the work of the cross, and 
the message of the cross is the power of God for salvation. There is no salvation apart 
from, and outside of Christ. We looked at this exclusive claim of Christ last week. What 
we are looking at during Advent really is a matter of life and death, and nothing else in 
life matters other than this We are to know where we stand as regards belief in Christ 
Jesus. 
 
Let me be as blunt as I can. What happens in the Middle East is nothing as compared 
with this. Brexit is of no significance compared with this. Whether Korea attacks the 
USA or the other way about is of no consequence compared with this. Whether we have 
a job after Christmas or receive a terminal diagnosis is of no weight compared with this, 
because how it is between us and Christ will affect our eternal destiny, and for all of us 
that will be finalized in 70 years or much sooner! 
 
The coming of Christ was a watershed event. The calendar is divided up into BC and 
AD, and in Exodus, the Passover event became the start of a new year for the Hebrew 
people. The dating and calendar is not the big thing though. A few weeks ago we looked 
at 1 Corinthians 15, and saw how Christ is described as the last Adam and the Second 
man. This means that in the Incarnation God did a wonderful thing. Divinity and 
humanity were both united in Christ. This means that Christ brought the fallen race of 
Adam to an end, and brought a new order of humanity to life – people in whom Christ 
dwells, Christians.   
 
We are now in a new age, an age where God and Believers live in a relationship which 
supersedes the Garden of Eden. The Advent and the Cross of Christ go together to 
form this watershed. The nature of life is that every person is born into a fallen condition 
because of the sin of Adam and Eve, but can be reborn in Christ to become a member 
of the new order of humanity. This happened not only long ago, but each person and 
each generation of people face the same watershed, and the same question. Will we 
stay in the race of fallen humanity, or will we become members of the new race of 
people. Christians? 
 
The Gospels tell us of this important issue. There are accounts, stories and parables 
concerning many who chose to reject Christ and His claims, and others who accepted 



and believed His claims, and so became new people. Today we will take a look at a few 
instances of these.  
 
Luke 2.34-35 tells us about Simeon. He was a righteous man who was looking and 
longing and praying for the coming of the Messiah. God had told him that he would live 
to see the day of the Messiah’s coming. He was in the temple when Mary and Joseph 
came to do what the Jewish law required of them. Jesus was eight days old. Simeon 
recognized who Jesus was, and amongst the things he said, he prophesised that Jesus 
would be a person who would cause many to fall and many to rise in Israel. This means 
that He would be someone who had to be sided with and if that was not done, then 
those who did not would fall. The ministry of Jesus was the ‘make your mind up’ call 
above all other matters! Simeon told Mary and Joseph that Jesus coming would bring all 
people to a crunch point to rise with Christ or to fall in their sin. 
 
This was confirmed by John, who in chapter 1 verse 12, when he spoke of Jesus 
coming to His own, the Jewish people, but most did not receive Him. 
 
Let’s look at some of the people who rejected Jesus, and some who received Him. 
 
Luke 5 v 21 and following.  
Jesus heals the man lowered down through the roof by His friends. Notice that nothing 
is said about the damage to the roof! Such matters are unworthy of mention in 
comparison to what happened to the people involved. The narrative tells us that in the 
encounter with the paralyzed man, Jesus tells him that his sins are forgiven. The 
Pharisees hearing this are scandalized. Only God can forgive sins! And they are 
perfectly correct in this, but it was God in Christ who was saying this, and standing in 
front of them, yet, they did not recognize Him and so rejected Him. What a mistake they 
made! They were jealous of Jesus power. They were proud. They expected the 
Messiah to come to them, and probably thought he would be a Pharisee, and so their 
proud thinking blinded them from seeing the humble servant promised by Isaiah. They 
fell! 
 
Luke 11 verse 14. 
This incident seems strange to people today in the West. Jesus is expelling a demon 
from a man. The effect the demon has on the man is to make him dumb. Not every 
dumb person has a dumb demon, but some have, and this was one of them. Jesus 
expelled it and the people were amazed. However, the thinking of some was perverse. 
They considered this to be done, not by the power of God, but by the power of 
Beelzebub, the prince of the demons! This was a dreadful thing to think. It was in effect 
saying that Christ and the devil were in cahoots. This was a most serious error, and it 
caused them to reject Christ. Later in Luke, 13.34, we find Jesus lamenting over 
Jerusalem. He longed to gather the people under His wings, but they would not come. 
 
There is a very strong tendency to reject the miraculous in Scotland. This is partly due 
to the influence of David Hume, an Edinburgh philosopher of a former age. However, if 
we were to look back further, and read a book called, ‘The Scots Worthies’, we would 



read of all sorts of miracles happening, and some being not far from Aberdeen! Beware 
of rejecting miracles just because we think almost exclusively in material terms!  
 
However, in the Gospels we also have stories and accounts of people who did respond 
the Christ and received Him and so rose to life.  
 
John 1 verse 12 explains this. It speaks of ‘the right’ or ‘the power’ to become children 
of God. It takes the power of God to raise someone up from the death of sin into new 
life in Christ. I have been in many, many graveyards over the years. There are often 
people there who wish that their relatives would come back to life. I am sure there are 
many people buried there who were not ready to die, and did not want to die. However 
no matter how much wishing or longing there has been, I have never seen a relative 
bringing a loved one back to life, or a body rising again of its own will. If we cannot raise 
others or ourselves, even to mortal life again, how can we raise ourselves to eternal 
life? We can’t do it, God has to do it, and He alone has the power to do so!  
 
It is the power of God through the Cross of Christ, with all that it means, that are the 
grounds for us rising from mortality to immortality. Christ died to offer life, and those who 
gain it do so as a gift of grace, appropriated by faith. 
 
It is a very mixed bag of people who we read about in the Gospels who receive Christ. 
Most of them are not the sorts of people who get an honour from the Queen on her 
birthday. In fact, many of them, but not all, are more like the people we read bout in the 
court reports, or in a TV expose of corruption in high places! 
 
Luke 19 tells usa bout Zacchaeus. 
He climbed a tree to see Jesus because he was a small man, not at all a fine figure of a 
man! In addition to this, he worked for the Romans as a tax collector. It was not 
uncommon for such people to take more tax than  was due, and keep it for themselves, 
so the job came with a reputation.  There are a lot of jobs today that carry baggage, and 
tax collecting was one of these in Jesus day. Jesus asks himself to Zacchaeus’s home. 
This was not as rude as it sounds to us, because for a Jew like Jesus to come and eat a 
meal with you, was an offer of friendship, and covenant, and not just a fly cup and a 
chat! Jesus offered this man a friendship that no-one else in his community would. He 
received Jesus into his home and into his heart, and he rose from being dead, to being 
a new man in Christ. 
 
Luke 15 tells of a lost sheep, a lost coin, and two lost sons. Jesus is telling us that while 
we remain apart from Him, we are lost even when we think we know where we are. 
Jesus is by implication the shepherd, the searcher, and the father who receives his son 
home. In each case the sheep is found, the coin is found, the son is found, not with 
frowns and repercussions, but with joy and celebration. God is extremely gracious, and 
does not receive us with a telling off, but with joy. 
 
Luke 7 verse 36 and forward tells the story of the woman who wept on Jesus feet, 
wiped them with her hair, and poured perfume on them. She had been a sinful woman, 



but she was received by Jesus. His host, Simon, had to be instructed about true love for 
God.  
 
The final story comes in Luke 18. I speak about this event often. The Pharisee and the 
Tax Collector in the Temple. One leaves sorrowful but received by God, the other walks 
our smug and self-assured, but utterly fallen. It is not the religious Pharisee who is 
justified, but the humble tax collector. Jesus really does receive the halt, the maimed 
and the blind.  
 
The main feature that separates the two groups of people, those who receive Christ, 
and those who reject Him, is not about age, or gender, or place in society, nor is it 
education, employment, or state of health, wealth or anything else. The difference is 
that some knew they needed help, that they were nothings and nobodies, the other 
were proud, self-sufficient, and had a high opinion of their worthiness.  
 
Christ came as a humble, meek servant. He came to show us the humanity that God 
esteems. He came to offer new life to those who would receive. The proud and self- 
confidant left with nothing because they already had hands full of their own 
accomplishments and high regards.  
 
It takes divine power to make any person a new and spiritually alive. We must be 
humble to receive all this from Christ as a free gift of His grace, to admit our need, or 
else we will reject salvation because of our pride. 
 
This is why we have Advent, to think about these matters, to examine ourselves to see 
if we are in the faith or not. If not, then we may still have time to turn to God, and ask 
Him to come into our lives. 
 
If we know already that we are new people in Christ, we are not without obligation to 
meditate and examine ourselves as well. How have we done this past year? Have we 
grown in knowledge of God, of ourselves, of the Bible? Have we grown in grace in the 
last year, or have we been neglectful of the welfare of our souls?  
 
2. Peter 1 tells us to add virtues to our faith. In effect, we are instructed to make every 
effort to make our faith more hardy and vibrant. We receive new life in Christ, but we are 
to co-operate with God in nurturing our faith and not be passive. Advent is a suitable 
time to examine ourselves about our standing before God and what progress we are 
making in our Christian lives.  
 
       
 
  


