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So there we have it. A local businessman is in the White House,
a new PM in Westminster, The Good Friday agreement in
tatters, the prospect of changes in European leaders, Brexit,
soft, hard or squishy, and talk of ‘Indi’ 2. Isn’t it great to live in a
nice settled world!
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I find it fascinating that there are protests, tweets, blogs,
Facebook and petitions at every turn. It almost seems that
Democracy is being overturned by appeals for democracy. Lots
of noise, questionable thought and wisdom. Slow down and
think!
Possibly many people are troubled by world events, more
troubled by national events, troubled still further by local events,
and troubled most by personal events. Do you feel that things
have never been as dangerous and confusing as now?
1

I suspect that every generation has considered their era as the
most dangerous and troubled. The generations who lived and
died through the Great Wars, never mind the minor conflicts
and police actions, paid with their lives. Then, there were those
who lived through the Cuban Missile Crisis. It is incredible that
that came down to the wire and who would blink first. I can
remember the night in Belfast when there were several bomb
blasts, many were killed and wounded and the whole city was at
a standstill because of so many other bomb scares. I thought
civilisation, as we had experienced it, had come to an end. It
didn’t.
The Apostle Paul writing to Timothy said that when it comes to
Christians, the first priority is to pray for kings and all those in
positions of authority, that we should live quiet and peaceable
lives …. for this pleases God, who desires all men to be saved.
So, Christians, get to the prayer
meetings and prayer events. If we fail to
pray, no wonder there is so much strife!
Surely we are not hoping in the wisdom
of people, when we have God Almighty
to call upon!
Ricky

Saturday Café

The next few Saturday cafés are on 25th Feb, 25th March & 29th
April – please join us for delicious home-made soups, scones &
pancakes. We always welcome new helpers so if you would like
to be involved please let Margaret Buchan know on 789298.

Remembrance Sunday
On Remembrance Day in November 2016 members of our
congregation, after the service in Holyrood Chapel, paid our
usual visit to Foveran War Memorial, where Rev Ricky Reid led
a short service and wreaths were laid. Our Memorial takes the
form of the gate pillars of Foveran Cemetery and is identical to
the one which forms the gates to St Magnus Cathedral in
Kirkwall, Orkney.

Knit & Natter
Start a new project with the new year - come and join us as we
have a knit (or crochet, tapestry, sew, weave, any project is
welcome!) and a natter on Thursday afternoons in the Church
Hall from 1.30-3.30pm. All are welcome!
Councillor Richard Thomson, Ricky
& Lionel Holmes
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Christmas at Foveran Parish Church

Community Carols in the Public Hall with mulled wine and mince pies were festive and fun. The carols
and Christmas tunes were enthusiastically sung and accompanied by the talented trio pictured!

The children did a great job of recounting
the Christmas story at their Christmas
Service. They all sang and played their
parts perfectly while looking so cute!
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Christmas at Foveran Parish Church (continued)

Membership, Back to Church Sunday 26th February 2017

Have you ever had a Gym membership? What happens when you have
been on holiday, and then left it for a few weeks before you get back into a
routine of actually going for a workout?
My experience is that for some reason, there is a happy chap in the gym that
morning who cheerfully says, ‘Hi there, long time no see, have you been
slacking off – Ha Ha’ Not funny, go away, leave me alone, I’m already
puffing and panting, and wonder will I make it out alive and will I be able to
move tomorrow! Yes, and I have put on a few pounds!

At the atmospheric Christmas Eve Christingle
Service we all made Christingles, which are
oranges with cocktail sticks, sweets, raisins & a
candle, symbolising the light of Christ in the
world.

It’s hard to go back anywhere that we have bought a subscription to, or
made a promise to, after a long break, and the longer the break, the harder it
is to go back. That is one reason I dread returning to places in Ireland that I
have not visited for many years. Everything has changed, the people, the
shops, the traffic lay out and everything I thought was permanent has been
altered. There is even someone sitting in my old seat!
We always imagine the worst. Going back into the Church we went to as
children or as families with young children. What if they recognise me? What
if so and so is there and tells me off? What if, what if, what if? Perhaps I’ll
leave it to next week when I feel better, and next week becomes next month,
next year, next decade.
For the people who stayed in Church it is no easier. Here comes Polly. She
hasn’t been in church for years. ‘Was it something I said or did?’, ‘Did the
minister insult, neglect, or fall out with her?’, ‘What were the names of her
kids, is her dog still alive, was she in the golf club or the bowling club?’ ‘Oh,
I’d better not say anything to her until I find out. So, Polly doesn’t get greeted
by a familiar face, and doesn’t come back because she felt ignored, and we
feel terrible for not running up to her and making her feel welcome. Would
she want that anyway?
It all seems very difficult – for everyone. So, the 26th of February, a truce is
called, an amnesty, there is no role with black, blue or red marks. The door
is open, you are welcome, stick your head in, take a deep breath and jump
in. The water may be lovely! We will be glad to see you.
Ricky
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Foveran Parish

Burns Supper 28.1.17

The Parish of Foveran includes Newburgh, Foveran, Cultercullen and
Udny Station and the land in between. There is a tendency for
members of Holyrood Chapel to forget that the Parish is more than
Newburgh, and there are all sorts of reasons for that.

A crowd of around eighty sat down to the annual Burns Supper,
organised by the Church and the Golf Club and held in the Golf
Clubhouse. Peter Morrison ably chaired proceedings. Don Hawthorn
said one grace then invited everyone to say the Selkirk Grace along
with him. He then piped in the haggis carried by Chef Martin Buhler
followed by George Adams bearing the Quaich.

Part of the Parish is Foveran Village. There is a Public Hall in
Foveran that is a good facility, but is underused and could benefit with
support. There are probably opportunities to support the Committee
that cares for the management of the hall.
It would probably be a loss to the community if this facility was
mothballed, especially with the increased housing stock still being
added to in Foveran. In rural areas, once something is lost through
under use and under funding, it is often very difficult to restore.
Therefore, if you are planning a children’s birthday party, or some
other event, by all means hire the Church Hall or the Public Hall in
Newburgh, but for convenient parking, don’t rule out Foveran Hall!
Ricky

Gift Aid Treasurer
I have taken over the Gift Aid Treasurer role while we look to replace
Anne Whalley, so if there are any changes in circumstance for those
of you who have signed a Gift Aid Declaration form (ie change of
address), or any other correspondence that you would normally have
given to Anne, could you please send it to me in the meantime. My
address and telephone number are on the back of the newsletter.
May I take this opportunity to thank those of you who already add to
your regular giving by using this method, and ask those of you who
pay income tax to consider if it is something that you could do, at no
extra cost to yourselves. If you would like further information –
including how it all works, please do not hesitate to ask.
I would also stress that, as when Anne was running the Gift Aid, the
only person who knows who this involves and sees the declaration
forms is the Gift Aid Treasurer. That will not change.

Sue Edwards
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Peter Kiehlmann addressed the haggis in fine style and later Alistair
Cruickshank toasted the Bard, Robert Burns, telling us how Burns’
poems appealed to him because of the agricultural connections.
Some excellent entertainment followed with Alistair performing To a
Mouse and Tam O’Shanter in his usual dramatic style, Alan Dalziel
singing two lovely Burns songs, Richard Thomson skilfully playing a
fiddle selection and the versatile Carole and Don Hawthorn playing
accordion, small pipes and bodhran. Ricky Reid finished by thanking
the Chairman and all who organised the event.
Christine Fordyce
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Easter: Can a scientist believe in Jesus’ resurrection?

To suppose that Christianity was born in a prescientific, credulous world is simply false.
Christianity won its way by dint of the sheer
weight of evidence that one man had risen from
the dead.
John Lennox
PHOTO CREDIT: SHUTTERSTOCK.COM

At Easter, we Christians celebrate our most important time of the
year: the death, and then resurrection of Jesus Christ. In fact, as
stated in the article referenced below, if the resurrection had not
taken place, there would be no Christians, or Christianity, at all.
John Lennox, Professor of Mathematics at Oxford University, a
Fellow in Mathematics and the Philosophy of Science at Green
Templeton College, Oxford and an Honorary Fellow at Wycliffe Hall,
Oxford, wrote an article called “Eliminating the Impossible: Can a
Scientist believe the Resurrection?”1. In it he says:
“The Christian gospel is based squarely on a miracle. It was
the miracle of the resurrection of Christ that started it going,
and that same miracle is its central message. Indeed, the
basic qualification of a Christian apostle was to be an
eyewitness of the resurrection, and for centuries Christians
have greeted each other at Easter time with the confident
words, "Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!"
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C.S. Lewis expresses the situation precisely: "The first fact in the
history of Christendom is a number of people who say they have
seen the Resurrection. If they had died without making anyone
else believe this 'gospel', no Gospels would ever have been
written." According to the early Christians, then, without the
resurrection there simply is no Christian message. Paul writes: "If
Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is
your faith."
The question is: can we make sense of this claim in a
scientifically literate society? For the Christian gospel conflicts
with the widely held notion that belief in miracles in general, and
New Testament miracles in particular, arose in a primitive, prescientific culture where people were ignorant of the laws of
nature, and readily accepted miracle stories.”
Mr Lennox then goes on to argue the case that miracles are not
impossible because the people who believe they can and do happen are
primitive, non-scientific and ignorant of the laws of nature: on the
contrary, knowledge of the laws of nature is necessary to show a miracle
has happened at all. We need the laws of nature to show when they
have been broken. He also goes on in his article to state the historical
evidence for the resurrection.
If you are scientifically minded and are interested in hearing the evidence
for Christ’s resurrection from a prominent scientist who is also an
unashamed Christian, look up the link below and read the article in full.

Mission Partners’ News from Malawi
Dear Family and Friends,
We have now been back at Nkhoma Hospital
for three weeks. Our time in Scotland was
encouraging as we travelled around
Aberdeenshire and the Isle of Lewis visiting
churches and friends, sharing about Nkhoma
Hospital. Our last two weeks there were in
Edinburgh when we also had a wonderful
family time with our two sons, friends, and
David’s older brother and his wife.
On returning to Nkhoma we found very good progress on the water project
with six boreholes completed with submersible pumps, three of which have
been producing a good water supply via a portable generator as the
remaining issue is electrical connection to the ESCOM power grid. There
have been some rains in our area, but not yet fully established for planting.
Through all of this drought time from September to November, the hospital
had only 24 hours without running water and that was due to some filter
blockage and power issues. We are so thankful to our God for the provision
of funds and support of partners to enable this alternative supply via
boreholes. The rest of the community, including staff housing remains on a
water restriction of one hour twice daily, until the power connections are
done to all six boreholes and/or there is enough rain to increase river levels.

“Eliminating the Impossible: Can a Scientist believe the Resurrection?”, article by
John Lennox at: www.abc.net.au/religion/articles/2014/04/16/3986403.htm
1

Invitation to Celebrate Easter
We would like to invite you to join us this year in our Easter
celebrations. As well as the traditional Easter Services in
church, we have an uplifting and fun outdoor service on top
of Gallows Hill bright and early on Easter morning. Meeting
in the Newburgh Inn car park at 9am, we walk up the hill
and have a short service of worship at the top. The kids
then roll their eggs down the hill before walking to the
Church Hall for coffee & croissants. The Easter Service in
church is after this at 11am, where there is a competition
for the best decorated eggs. Everyone is very welcome.
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Piping to submersible pump

Housing

Portable generator connections

The family medicine residency programme has begun at Nkhoma with two
Malawian doctors (Thokozani and Patrick) enrolled. Dr Catherine Hodge, a
family practice physician from the USA who has been at Nkhoma for over
two years now, has the main responsibility for the programme, but this has
been in the planning stages for many years. It has great potential for training
Malawian doctors for rural Malawi including Nkhoma. David plans to be
involved in the internal medicine part of the training, as his clinical role now
has to be predominately in mentoring and training.
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Finances for the hospital remain as challenging as ever. With very poor
electricity supply throughout the country, the hospital has been forced to
run the generator over the past two months, costing almost $1,500 per
week in fuel alone. Also, Nkhoma is now owed over $50,000 from the
Malawian government for care given under the Service Level Agreement.
This puts the hospital in a difficult position as we come to the end of the
calendar year. We are about to implement two activities to bring in more
revenue: 1) managing the local fuel station, which has the potential of
providing both cheaper fuel for the hospital and a regular monthly
income, but requires careful management, 2) a partnership with a
Malawian organisation, Ideas Universe, to target potential Malawian
donors and businesses to raise operational funds for the hospital. Please
pray that we will be wise in these endeavours and that the Lord will use
them to help wean the hospital off its dependence on outside funding.
Our two months in Scotland spent sharing and reflecting on our work at
the hospital, have impressed upon us the importance of using our
remaining two years here in the most productive way by empowering,
mentoring and training up the next hospital leadership in all of the areas
we have been involved. Continue to pray that God would use us to help
equip and raise up those called to this responsibility. As we are in the
Advent season, anticipating again the coming of our Lord, pray that
through us His coming will be a reality for those we serve.

Dates for your Diaries
Sun 19th Feb

Thinking Day Service, 11am

Sat 25th Feb

Saturday Cafe, 11am-3pm,
Church Hall, Newburgh

Sun 26th Feb

Membership Sunday

Sat 25th March

Saturday Cafe, 11am-3pm,
Church Hall, Newburgh

Sun 9th April

Palm Sunday, 11am

Thurs 13th April

Maundy Thursday Service, 7.30pm

Fri 14th April

Good Friday Service, 7.30pm

Sun 16th April

Easter Sunday
9.15am – Short Service & Egg Rolling on Gallows
Hill, all welcome! Meet at 9am in Newburgh Inn
carpark before we walk up Gallows Hill for a short
service and egg rolling – bring your own eggs!
Then breakfast is served in the Church Hall.
11am – Easter Family Service in church,
including decorated egg competition (make
different eggs for this – not the ones for rolling!)

Sat 29th April

Saturday Cafe, 11am-3pm,
Church Hall, Newburgh

Sun 30th April

Communion, 11am

14th-20th May

Christian Aid Week

David and Rebecca Morton, Nkhoma Hospital

The Baptism of Danni-Louise Simes

Unless otherwise stated all services will be in Holyrood Chapel, Main
Street, Newburgh.

Pastoral Notices
Baptisms
Congratulations and welcome to Danni-Louise who was baptised on Sunday
29th January in a lovely service in Holyrood Chapel. She was then joined by
the congregation afterwards for a celebration lunch in the Church Hall.
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29th January

Danni-Louise Simes
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