
Our Vision 
 

Our vision is to be a church  
which inspires people  
with the Good News  

of Jesus Christ  
through our enthusiasm, worship, witness,  

nurture and service 
 

www.fpchurch.co.uk   
 

Church Directory 
 

Minister 
 
 
 
 
Session Clerk  
 
 
 
 
Clerk to the 
Board 
 
 
 
Roll Keeper & 
WFO 
Recorder 
 
 
Property 
Convenor & 
FAX Leader 
 
 
Gift Aid 
Treasurer 

Rev Ricky Reid 
The Manse, Foveran 
Tel: 789225 
reidricky8@hotmail.com   
 
Mrs Sue Edwards 
6 Airyhill View 
Newburgh AB41 6DW 
Tel: 789139 
 
Mrs Pamela Sloan 
Auquharney House, 
Hatton AB42 0QY 
Tel: 01779 841166 
 
Mrs Christine Fordyce 
Craigard, Foveran 
AB41 6AP 
Tel: 789236 
 
Mr Andrew Mitchell 
Old Mill of Collieston 
Slains, Ellon AB41 8RG 
Tel: 751743 
 
Mrs Anne Whalley 
57 Mavis Bank 
Newburgh AB41 6FB 
Tel: 789521 

 Treasurer 
 
 
 
 
Sunday School  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Editor of Church 
Newsletter & 
Website 
 
 
 
Safeguarding 
Coordinator 
 

Mr Alasdair Sloan  
Auquharney House, Hatton 
AB42 0QY 
Tel: 01779 841166 
 
Mrs Christine Mitchell 
Old Mill of Collieston 
Slains, Ellon AB41 8RG 
Tel: 751743 
 
Mrs Erica MacKenzie 
Brookfield, Foveran, 
AB41 6AP. Tel: 789416 
 
Mrs Wendy Colquhoun 
2 Eider Road 
Newburgh 
Tel 788969 
 
Mrs Jane Bradford 
49 Main St 
Newburgh. Tel: 789511 
jane@bradford1.net 
 
 
Mrs Lindsey Dickie 
33 Eider Road 
Newburgh 
Tel: 789103 
 

 

 
Foveran Parish Church is the known name of Foveran Church of Scotland 

Registered Charity No.SC011701

 

 

Christmas 2016  
Minister’s Letter 

 
Hello, 
 
By the time you read this, the U.S. Presidential Election will be 
over. Brexit might be more understandable. The situation in the 
Middle East will probably be as bad if not worse, and matters at 
home will probably be as controversial as ever. So, how is 
Christmas time a season of good will? 
 
What do you think of when you hear that expression? Do you 
take it to mean that some strange attitude comes over people 
so that they become more disposed to be kind to each other? 
Do you think of that time many years ago when on Christmas 
day the troops from both sets of trenches came into no man’s 
land and played football? Later, they returned to the trenches 
and on orders shot and shelled and gassed each other. Do we 
expect all the groups in conflict round the world to get together 
around a Christmas Tree, dress up as Santa Claus, roast 
chestnuts on an open fire, and sing, ‘Let it snow, let it snow, let 
it snow.’? Perhaps they could end up with a nice verse of ‘Silent 
Night.’  I don’t expect that will happen, do you? 
 
But then, is that what Christmas is about? Is this assumption 
that the Good Will to men is something that people are to show 
to people correct? Yes, that is meant to happen, but the Good 
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Will that was announced by the Angels to the Shepherds was 
the Peace and Good Will that come from God to men first. It 
then depends on what we do with this Good Will from God, as 
to whether or not there is any good will from people to other 
people.You will find this in Luke’s Gospel, chapter 2 verse 14.  
 
What is this Good Will? It is the Incarnation, Jesus the Son of 
God being born as a man,Mary and Joseph and the stable and 
all that. The Good Will is that Jesus came to die in our place, to 
take all our sin and all the judgment and the anger of God over 
our ungodliness which results in physical and eternal death and 
the misery in the world. This is the good that God does us and 
the peace He gives us through the coming and the dying of 
Jesus. 
 
Before the World can change, we must be changed by God. We 
receive this salvation by believing in Jesus. This is what 
Christmas is about and all other things are small fry in 
comparison with this, even Presidents and conflicts. Sort out the 
heart of man, and other things follow! 
 
Ricky 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

There will be no Saturday Café in December but back again on 
Saturday 28th January 2017. Thanks for all your support this 
year and have a great Christmas from all at Saturday Café! 

Festive Corner Café 

 

 
 

Come and enjoy the Christmas spirit at the Festive Corner 
Café, which will be held on Thursday 15th December.  There 
will be plenty of Ythan Bakery mince pies, Christmas cake and 
Christmas carols! A raffle will be held and the draw will be made 
for a Luxury Christmas Hamper which has been kindly donated 
by a group of ladies. All are welcome! 
 
The café will then be closed for the subsequent four Thursdays 
and will re-open on Thursday 19th January 2015. 

 

Last Saturday of the month 
11am-3pm, Church Hall, Newburgh 

 
Come along and enjoy delicious 

homemade soups, scones & pancakes, 
teas & coffees all for a donation.  
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Teen Ranch 2016 
 

This year for our FAX group annual August pilgrimage to Teen 
Ranch, we took 11 boys from our church and 3 girls from Belhelvie. 
The weekend comprised the usual fun mixture of mud, sleep 
deprivation, pillow fights and loud gaseous emissions from horses 
(much to the boys’ amusement) along with good food, good company 
and fun and games on the various outdoor ‘wild west’ activities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
the weekend led by a young gentlemen who, despite his 
hillbilly/Amish/ZZ top beard and hat disguise to try and remain 
inconspicuous, we eventually figured out was our very own loved and 
greatly missed Andrew Ritchie. It was a pleasure to see him now 
taking on a role of Christian leadership and being able to so 
unashamedly serve God in a place of bold Christian witness to young 
people from all over Scotland and from all varieties of backgrounds. 
Please thank God for him and the impact his witness has on our 
young folk as well as all those who come to the camp 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

into oblivion’. Roddy expertly used the small of his back to land with 
precision on the edge of the foam pit fence, cleverly avoiding the 
foam pit altogether whereas I wasn’t able to avoid the pit as 
masterfully as he had but still artfully avoided the foam in the pit 
altogether, using my head to stop myself against the ground under 
the pit. How we laughed! If you need any HSE testing doing, give us a 
shout. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The real importance of the weekends though, is the three timeout 
times when all at the camp come together for a time of singing and a 
short Christian talk. Bob, the camp founder, took these again this year 
and also ran the leader study times first thing in the mornings. They 
all listened well to his message, a simple delivery of the gospel, and 
one of our boys stayed behind to talk to Bob at the end. Please pray 
for them all - that they’ll all come to know for themselves the 
forgiveness of Jesus.  
 
Andrew Mitchell 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

For those who don’t know, 
Teen Ranch is a Christian 
camp at Inchture near Dundee 
where, as the name would 
suggest, young people can 
come and enjoy outdoor 
pursuits such as horse riding, 
rifle shooting, archery and 
canoeing with regular time set 
aside for Christian teaching 
and singing. This year we had 
the added pleasure of having  

As well as the usual horse 
riding, archery and rifles, the 
new BMX track also went 
down well with all the boys as 
they showed us ‘oldies’ how 
it’s done. The idea was to take 
off from the ramp on the bike, 
land in the foam pit and come 
up laughing. Roddy and I tried 
it too once the boys finally 
persuaded us to try the ‘launch  

No weekend is ever complete 
without the annual canoe 
session. This was as much fun 
as ever with the usual 
capsizing, mud-slinging and 
general water lawlessness 
starting within about 2 seconds 
of the last of us entering the 
canoes. We worked on the 
understanding – if you can’t 
take it, don’t dish it out. Think 
they all dished it out. 

 

5 4 



Peter Kiehlmann - Ordained Local Minister (OLM)  
 
 
Hello again! It's good to be back. 
  
After a process which took 6 years from initial enquiry to 
ordination, I have completed my OLM training with the Church 
of Scotland and was ordained in Belhelvie on the 7th of October 
to the East Gordon parishes of Belhelvie, Ellon, and Foveran. 
Thank you to everyone who came and helped to make that 
event so enjoyable and meaningful. 
 
   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 "So what are you going to be doing?”, you may well ask. 
  
The short answer is "I don't know yet". The longer answer is 
that this is a new role and I am the first OLM in Gordon 
Presbytery, so I will be working with the ministers of the three 
churches offering 10 hours per week and letting my role evolve. 
 
 

God called me to start out on this training, and I am sure that he 
has work for me to do in helping people meet with him in all the 
ups and downs of life. The training has equipped me to take 
communions, baptisms, weddings and funerals, as well as 
regular services when needed, but as you all know the role of a 
minister is much more than just church services! I am looking 
forward to being involved with folks of all ages from nursing 
homes through to Mum and Toddler groups, and all the life 
stages in between. I want to be part of the local church which is 
Jesus’ body here in East Gordon, not defined by granite 
buildings but a living breathing body made up of you the people 
of God, going about his business, showing his love and bringing 
his Kingdom in. 
 
Peter, or Rev Dr Peter Kiehlmann, (Official title)! 
 
P.S.  Just to help us understand what the church is about, type 
in the web address below to watch a YouTube clip where J 
John answers the question "What do you do?" 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L6TGxKvSqH8  

 
 
 

Thank You 
 

Anne Whalley has faithfully, and with honesty and discretion 
been responsible for the Gift Aid claims for the past few years, 
and has now decided that she would like to step down and 
hand over to someone else. 
 
Our grateful thanks go to Anne for this important aspect of 
church treasury and we are relieved that she has said that she 
will help with the handover to the new Gift Aid Treasurer, when 
they are appointed. I know that the books will be in good order. 
 
Sue Edwards, Session Clerk 
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Mission: Miracle Maker Follow-Up Club 
 
Our monthly follow up to the Mission Miracle Maker Holiday 
Club in the Church Hall on the last Friday of every month has 
been well attended and great fun! We’ve had 2 sessions as of 
writing this, and have another planned for 25

th
 November. 

 
It is open to all primary school age children, and pre-school 
children are welcome too accompanied by an adult. We have 
games, crafts, songs, jokes and the opportunity to learn more 
about Jesus. 
 
We will be running a Christmas session in the Church Hall on 
Sat 10th Dec from 10am – 12noon so put it in your diaries! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kyle & Daisy being mummified! 

Social Committee 
 

The annual KIRK ROUP will probably have already taken place 

on Saturday 19 November before you read this newsletter. 

 

We are also now planning for our annual BURNS SUPPER 

which is likely to take place on Saturday 28 January, so please 

put this date in your diaries and look out for further publicity 

early in the New Year.  

  

Meanwhile the committee wish you all a very happy and 

meaningful Christmas season, and look forward to welcoming 

you to our social events in 2017. 

 

Mary Smith (Social Convenor) 

Tel: 01358 742234 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pastoral Notices 
 
Funerals 
19th October  Stanley Stewart 
31st October  Olive Matthew 
 
Weddings 
15th October  Fiona McDonald & Graham Mulligan 
  

 
 
 

8 

9 

 

  

8 



Christmas Services 
 

 
 

You are warmly invited to any or all of our Christmas Services 
this year. From our lively Community Carol Singing in 
Newburgh Public Hall to the atmospheric Christingle Service in 
the church on Christmas Eve, they are all sure to get you in the 
Festive Spirit and remind you of the reason for the season. 

 

  

 

 

Christmas Dates for your Diaries 

 

Sun 4
th
 Dec Christmas tree lighting & short service 

4pm outside church. 
 
Sat 10

th
 Dec  Holiday Club Christmas Session 

   10am- 12noon, Church Hall. 
 
Thurs 15

th
 Dec Festive Corner Café 

10-12noon, Church Hall. 
 
Sat 17

th
 Dec Sunday School Christmas Treat followed by 

party food at 3pm in the Church Hall. 
 
Community Carol Singing 
Newburgh Public Hall, from 4pm.   
Mulled wine & mince pies to be served. 
This is for everyone, all families welcome. 

 
Sun 18

th
 Dec Children’s Christmas Service 

11am in church. 
 

Evening Carol Service 
6.30pm in church. All welcome. 

 
Christmas Eve Christingle Service 

4.30pm in church. All families very welcome. 
 

Watchnight Service 
11.30pm in church. Carols sung from 11pm. 

 
Christmas Day Christmas Morning Service, 10am in church. 
 
All our services and events are open for everyone. Please come 
along to any of the above to celebrate Christmas – you do not have to 
be a ‘church-goer’. Families are always welcome too – we don’t mind 
a bit of noise! You are also welcome to our regular church services 
which are in Holyrood Chapel at 11am on Sundays. 
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