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Summer 2016  
Minister’s Letter 

Hello, 
 
There are a number of things you need to know about, which 
are coming up during Summer and into the Autumn. 
 

Firstly there is the possibility of a Holiday Club for the children, 
possibly the last week of the school holidays. I say possibly, 
because we have to recruit staff, satisfy safeguarding 
requirements, learn lessons, practise drama, pray, learn songs, 
paint scenery, and organise catering. All this has to be 
approved by Session. Would you like to be involved in this? If 
we have enough people, then there is less to do by each 
person, and those who are taking one of the three age groups 
can concentrate on being clear on the objectives of the Club, 
the teaching materials, and the children. This is how a club 
should work, by many in the congregation doing a little and 
contributing to the overall plan. This is what is meant by 
ownership of the event by the congregation. 
 

A Holiday Club is not just a bit of fun. It will either inoculate a 
child from the good news of Jesus, or lay a foundation that God 
and subsequent things can work on. It really is a very serious 
and fun thing to do. Since the spiritual wellbeing of children is 
what is at stake, start praying now. Without prayer, it could be a 
complete waste of time and nothing more than a glorified child 
minding service! 
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The other event which will happen in October is the visit of Will 
Graham, Billy Graham‘s grandson, to Peterhead. By the time 
you read this, your chance to participate in the Life and Witness 
classes will have passed. However, the event, it is hoped, will 
be streamed to various towns in the area, and anyone can 
attend. Indeed you are warmly invited. 
 
Some of you may remember visits by Billy Graham in the past, 
and these visits have had their effect on many in this land. The 
matter at stake is people‘s eternal salvation. We have reached 
a stage in our history where many people dismiss faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ as out of date and old fashioned. Sadly, 
many who do so have dismissed the evidence with less 
knowledge of the claims of the Bible than they have of the dark 
side of the moon! 
 
The Bible speaks of this attitude, Psalm 14 v 1 which says, ‗the 
fool says in his heart, there is no God.‘ Don‘t be a fool, be wise 
and examine the evidence!  
 
Ricky Reid – Minister of Foveran Parish    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

We are always looking for volunteers to help at the Saturday 
Cafe so if you feel you can spare some time, even just 2 hours 
on a Saturday, please contact Margaret Buchan on 789298. 

 

Alpha 
 

 
 

In September 2016 the first ever global Alpha Invitation fronted by the 
adventurer and TV presenter Bear Grylls, goes live on billboards, 
buses and in cinema trailers across the world. It is an invitation to go 
along to an Alpha Course and explore some of life‘s big questions, 
like: Is There More to Life than This? How Can I Have Faith? Why 
and How Do I Pray? 
 
Alpha is a series of interactive sessions that freely explore the basics 
of the Christian faith typically run over eleven weeks. No pressure. No 
follow up. No charge. 
 
Each session looks at a different question around faith and is 
designed to create conversation. Alpha is run all around the globe, 
and everyone is welcome. It runs in cafés, churches, universities, 
homes, bars—you name it. No two Alphas look the same, but 
generally they have three key things in common: food, a short 
talk/film and a discussion at the end where guests can share their 
thoughts.  
 
If you are searching, or are just curious to explore the idea of faith in 
a completely non-threatening way, you should try the Alpha course. 
You can find out more about it via the link on our church website 
www.fpchurch.co.uk . We would love to hear from you too so please 
fill out the form on our website to register an interest, and we will let 
you know details of when the next course will be running locally. 

 

Last Saturday of the month 
11am-3pm, Church Hall, Newburgh 

 
Come along and enjoy delicious 

homemade soups, scones & pancakes, 
teas & coffees all for a donation.  
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Easter at Foveran Parish Church 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

   

Easter Morning saw us up Gallows Hill again 
bright and early for our usual Easter Service of 
Worship and egg roll. After all the exercise, we 
headed to the Church Hall for coffee & 
croissants before going to Church for a more 
traditional Easter service and the egg 
decorating competition results. There were 
some amazing creations. Well done to all who 
took part! 
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Coffee Morning for Guy & Suzanna Bastable 
of New Life Home Trust 

 
On Saturday 25th June 10am -12 noon there will be a coffee morning 
in the Church Hall, Newburgh in aid of the New Life Home Trust.  
 
The New Life Home Trust is a Christian organisation who rescue 
abandoned and HIV babies, of which there is a huge problem in 
Nairobi and surrounding areas. The Trust has been helping 
abandoned babies since 1994. The main aim of the Trust is to 
provide love, medical care, essential feeding programmes, schooling, 
and then have the babies / children adopted into new families, which 
is very successful. 
 
Guy and Suzanna Bastable are a couple who used to live locally and 
who now live in Nairobi and work with NLHT. They will be at the 
coffee morning so you can meet up and chat over coffee and home 
bakes. They will be giving a short talk on what is happening with them 
over in Nairobi, so please come and support us if you can. It is a 
great opportunity to hear about the amazing work this charity does, 
and meeting Guy and Suzanna is always an inspirational experience. 
 
 

Corner Cafe 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Book Review 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This book teases out the history of some revivals, Pentecost, the 
Reformation, the great Evangelical awakening, the Welsh Revival and 
China, to argue that Revival often results or restores truth which has 
been lost or neglected when we get snowed under with rubbish. 
 
Probably, there are very few people alive today who have lived 
through a major revival, or have visited parts of the world where 
Revival is in full flow. However, this book by Michael Green is a good 
entry level book to whet our appetites for Revival in our age and our 
land. 
 
It is well written, well researched, and ranges widely over the ages 
and the world to inform, excite and, I hope, create in us a desire to 
see such things in our generation, and to start longing and sighing 
and praying for God to send times of refreshing from above. 
 
I have a few copies to give or lend to get you started. 
 
This is a book I enjoyed and recommend to all, and all ages – how 
about a bed time story for the children? 
 
Ricky 
 

 

 

Corner Cafe will close for the summer 
break on 7th, 14th and 21st July. It will 
reopen, with everyone feeling 
refreshed, on Thursday 28th July. 
 
At the time of writing this the Newburgh 
Gala is still to come, but Corner Cafe 
wishes to thank everyone who supports 
us with home-baking and help providing 
teas at the Gala. We are sure a lovely 
day will be had by all. 

 

‗WHEN GOD BREAKS IN: Revival can 
happen again‘ by Michael Green. Hodder 
2014 ISBN 978 1444787955 
 
Any of you who are familiar with the 
excellent book by D Martyn Lloyd-Jones, 
‗REVIVAL‘, will recognise the Thesis of 
Michael Green‘s book. Jones uses the 
metaphor of opening up old wells as a 
model of understanding what can and 
often happens when God comes near to a 
people in an especially strong way which 
we call revival. 
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Report from the Treasurer 
 

 
 

Some facts from the Church of Scotland on Mission and Ministry 
In 2016 the cost of a Minister at the top of the stipend scale is 
£41,507. If our Ministries and Mission contribution is less than 
£49,413 our Church is receiving support from other congregations. 
Our contribution this year is £36,139 so we are receiving support from 
other congregations. In 2016 the Church of Scotland will spend £110 
million and congregations will contribute £46 million of this. 
 
What happens when we place £10 in the offering plate on Sunday? 
Common misconceptions are that it pays for our Minister, goes to 
Churches in poor areas or all goes to the Church of Scotland HQ. 
In fact it provides a powerful ministry, locally, nationally and globally: 
 

- £4.20  - is kept by the local church: for building maintenance, 

mission, worship and supporting church groups. 

 

- £4.88 - pays for our Ministers: this ensures the Church has 

ministers in every part of the country. 

 

- 92p gives important help for congregations and supports the 

mission of the Church: 

Supports congregations with services such as safeguarding, 

law department, general trustees, stewardship and finance. 

Some of this money also ensures mission is strengthened 

through the work of councils: 

8p Mission discipleship 

5p Church and society 

9p Social care (Crossreach) 

12p World mission 

45p Support services (legal advice, accounting, 

safeguarding) 

6p  General Assembly & Moderator 

7p  Special contributions. 

Here are our latest accounts: 

Income 30 April 2016 30 April 2015 30 April 2014 
Standing Orders 7,231  8,421    8,288  
Weekly Freewill Offering 2,859  3,468    4,260  
Open Plate 2,019  1,835   1,653  
Other donations 1,377  1,205   1,142  
Messy Church -    189    194  
Activities to generate funds 1,170  1,174    1,292  
Rental of premises 323  283    339  
Charities -    560   143  
Life and Work -    132  144  
Fabric 10  332  75  
Sundry 81  94  50  
Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals  140  810   -    
Total Income 15,211  18,503  17,581  
    
Expenditure 30 April 2016 30 April 2015 30 April 2014 
Charities 616  534  727  
Cleaning 828   -     -    
Licensing and Copyright  -     -    8  
Fundraising Expenses 1,175  1,174  1,578  
Heat and Light 1,052  875  1,957  
Messy Church -     -    110  
Stationery -    58  105  
Organ -    2,066   -    
Rent 220   -     -    
Presbytery of Gordon -     -    434  
Printing 911   371   -    
Rates and Insurance 1,146   1,316  1,445  
Repairs and Renewals 8,286   9  144  
Life and Work 153   107  116  
Sundry 57   404  115  
Telephone 267   344  157  
Pulpit Supply -     -     110  
Travel -    1,675   1,385  
Public Worship 10,510   9,396   8,361  
Youth work -     152   308  
Total Expenditure 25,221   18,481   17,060  
    
Income minus Expenditure -10,010   21   520  
     
Bank Balances  98,530   106,181   103,115  
Current Account 17,344   89,853   86,790  
COS Inv Trust Growth  15,000   -     -    
COS Inv Trust Deposit 25,000   -     -    
COS Inv Trust Income  25,000   -     -    
Trust Account  15,738   15,882   15,882  
Shared Interest  448   445   443  

    
The accounts for the first third of the year up to April 30th show a deficit of 
just over £10,000. This is primarily due to repairs and renewals on the 
Church, the Church Hall and Manse as well as a lower amount of income 
from standing orders and freewill offering. It is hoped that investments in 
income and deposit income will make up some of the income shortfall. 
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Social Committee 
 

 
 

The Sound of Many Waters Gospel Choir raised the roof in the 
Church Hall on Saturday 27th February. Their enthusiasm for 
spreading the Gospel and praising God shone through during their 
dynamic, uplifting and moving performance. The Church Hall was 
packed with folk of all ages, as we listened to the talented singers.  
Our thanks to everyone who attended and generously gave donations 
of approximately £280 for the choir. 
 
We are now looking forward to a VARIETY CONCERT to raise a little 
extra cash for Christian Aid. It will take place on Saturday 28 May in 
the Church Hall, starting at 7.00pm. The concert will be an 
opportunity to enjoy the talents of many of our own members and 
friends of all ages. The cost is £5 which includes an ice-cream to 
enjoy in the interval. 

Mary Smith (Social Convenor) 
 

 
Mission Partner News 

 
Our Mission Partners are Dr David Morton and his wife Rebecca. 
They are an American couple who felt called to serve Jesus in 
Nkhoma Hospital in Malawi. They have been serving there for many 
years now. 
 

David and Rebecca are supported, through prayer and finance, by 
many parishes in the Gordon Presbytery area and will be visiting 
them in September and October of this year. We hope they will 
manage to visit us here at Foveran so we can hear about the difficult 
but vital work they do. Details of this visit to follow. 
 
An extract from their latest letter follows, but first some news about 
the knitting that is done by local people and sent to Nkhoma hospital 
to clothe the babies and children they look after. Rosemary Legge is 
the coordinator of all the knitting sent to Malawi from Gordon 
Presbytery. She says: 
 
―Here are the latest pictures from Nkhoma. The girl with the teddy is 
Joanna. She was a twin with her brother Joseph who lost their mother 
at birth. The grandparents were very keen to save them but the little 
boy died. The grandmother persevered and Joanna is now growing 
big and strong. The two girls with the striped jumpers are wearing 
things I made.  And I can see the little Fair Isle jumper I made in the 
background of the picture of the girl with the pink jumper.‖ 
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Rosemary expresses her 
thanks to all who are 
knitting and sewing. Every 
single item is very much 
appreciated. If anyone 
would like to knit for 
Nkhoma, please pass 
items on to Zander Kirk or 
anyone in church. 
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Mission Partners’ Letter, May 2016 
 

Dear Friends and Family, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The national malaria programme here receives free malaria drugs 
(both oral and intravenous) and the rapid tests, thanks to the Global 
Fund and the USA PMI (President‘s Malaria Initiative). But as the 
cases continued to mount, we realised that our supply for April and 
May would run out before the end of April. So there was another 
round of intense lobbying, a visit from the national malaria 
programme with auditing of our records, confirmation that our data 
was true, and a decision made to release an additional emergency 
supply the next day. We received the new supplies just as we 
exhausted our current stock. 
 
As best as we can tell, this huge upsurge in malaria cases is due to 1) 
very different rain pattern this year with heavier later rains (no good 
for the crops, but excellent for the mosquitoes), 2) lack of funding for 
our malaria control indoor residual spraying program (only 2,000 
homes sprayed instead of 30,000), 3) lack of effectiveness of the new 

insecticide used this year (approved by WHO as it appeared to work 
in other African countries, but demonstrated by post spraying checks 
on children in sprayed communities around Nkhoma not to have 
worked), and 4) Nkhoma Hospital being the only facility in our referral 
catchment area of over 400,000 people to have maintained stocks of 
the anti-malarial drugs, causing people to flock to us as no one else 
had treatment (another long story). We had as many outpatient visits 
this year in April as we did last year January through April. We 
discharged over 1,000 children from the children‘s ward this April 
compared to 500 last year.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
supplies, for the national program here in Malawi recognising our 
efforts and supplying what we need, and for our faithful but extremely 
overworked staff in continuing to serve all the patients who come. 
Today is a public holiday here in Malawi (Labor Day, as May 01 was 
a Sunday), but already at noon, over 400 patients have come to be 
seen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
required. Also pray that we will be successful in our current planning 
to find a donor, and the right insecticide to have an effective control 
program next year. Later this week we are meeting with our 
etymologist (bug/mosquito) expert to plan for the coming year. 

 
David and Rebecca, Nkhoma Hospital 

Last week Monday (April 25) was 
―World Malaria Day‖. Here at 
Nkhoma, only the malaria parasite 
(and maybe the mosquitoes) were 
celebrating. Due to a confluence of 
factors, April has been the worst 
month we have seen for outpatient 
visits, 70% for malaria. For April we 
have had close to 12,000 outpatient  

 

visits (for all of 2015 we had about 
42,000). At the beginning of the 
month, as the numbers mounted 
we realised that our supplies of the 
malaria rapid diagnostic test and 
LA (oral medication for malaria) 
would not last and through intense 
lobbying were able to get our 
designated supply for April and 
May, early (second week of April).  

The mosquito borne disease 
Zika virus gets all of the 
international headlines, but 
malaria remains one of the 
biggest health issues we face 
here. We are very thankful to 
the Global Fund and the 
President‘s Malaria Initiative (for 
us Americans this means our 
tax money!), for providing the 
diagnostic and treatment 
dcdccdc 

 

Please pray that we will have the 
strength to handle all the demands that 
come with such a patient load, that we 
will be able to find the additional staff we 
need, and that God will continue to 
supply the financial and other resources 
required. 
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Training Doctor in Malawi 
 
Dickson Kulisewa is a young man who worked as a Clinical Medical 
Officer in Nkhoma hospital with our mission partners David and 
Rebecca Morton. He decided he wanted to train as a doctor to work 
at Nkhoma so he is currently a 3rd year medical student in Lusaka 
University Zambia. He has a contract to work in Nkhoma Hospital for 
5 years when he graduates in two years time, and spends his 
holidays working in the hospital. Dickson's studies are going well and 
his grades are good, so all seems to be well on track for him to 
succeed in his studies. 
 
His 5 year course will cost £40,000, just over £30,000 of which has 
already been raised. In 2016 Gordon Presbytery has agreed to raise 
£4000 or more which will be matched £ for £ up to £4000 by a 
charitable organisation. It has been suggested each church try to 
raise £200 this year towards his training.  
 
Another doctor, a Malawian, who speaks the language and 
understands the culture of the Malawian folk will be a great blessing 
to Nkhoma. Here in Foveran we have a retiral collection going for 
Dickson in the church. If you would like to give towards his training, 
please use the collection plate dedicated to this cause in church or 
speak to anyone from church about giving. Thank you.  
 

 

 
 
at your door asking for a donation for Christian Aid. Whether you are 
a Christian or not, it can‘t be denied that the work Christian Aid does 
to fight poverty is vital in this world, so thank you if you donated to this 
cause via the red envelopes. Christian Aid‘s essential purpose is: 

 to expose the scandal of poverty 

 to help in practical ways to root it out from the world  

 to challenge and change structures and systems that favour 
the rich and powerful over the poor and marginalised.  

If you would like to read more about what they do with the money 
they raise, or donate online, visit www.christianaid.org.uk  

Dates for your Diaries 
 

 

Sat 28th May Christian Aid Concert, 7pm, Church Hall 
 
Sat 25th June Coffee morning to meet the Bastables, 

10am-12 noon then Saturday Cafe, 12 noon - 
3pm, both in Church Hall, Newburgh 

 
During School  There will be family services on Sundays at 
Holidays  11am in the Church. Everyone is welcome. 
 
Mon 15th-19th Aug Holiday Club, Newburgh Public Hall 

10am-12noon, for ages P1 – S1 Academy. 
All Welcome! More details to follow. 

 
Sun 21st Aug  Holiday Club Service, 11am in Church. 
 
September/October David and Rebecca Morton (Mission Partners) 

will visit the Gordon area. Further details nearer 
the time. 

 
5th – 9th October Celebration of Hope. Visit of Will Graham (Billy 

Graham‘s grandson) to Peterhead.  Further 
details nearer the time. 

 
 

Our Sunday Morning Services are in held at 11am every week, and 
we hold an Evening Service on the 1st Sunday of the month at 6 pm, 
both at Holyrood Chapel. All are very welcome. 
We have prayer meetings on Sundays at 10.15am and Wednesdays 
at 7.30pm, both in the Vestry at Holyrood Chapel. There is a ladies 
prayer meeting once a fortnight in the Vestry (phone Yvonne 789225 
or Sue 789139 for exact dates) and there is a chance to speak to 
Ricky about any issues on a Wednesday in the Vestry 6.15-7.15pm. 

 
 

Pastoral Notices 
 

Funerals 
22nd March  Eileen Gibson  
28th March  Gladys Don 

We Believe in Life Before Death 
 
At the time of writing, next week is Christian 
Aid Week. You may have had collectors 
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