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Minister’s Letter 

Youthful Enthusiasm 
 

Hello, 
  
Many years ago we bought a big old house in Belfast. We 
thought aged parents were going to live with us, but they didn‟t 
live to move. However we always seemed to have people stay 
with us after that, and that was nice. 
 
The day we were to move in, I was sitting outside in my car, 
with a boot full of tools just waiting for the exchange to take 
place and the previous owner to finish moving. I was keen to 
get in because we had plans. We were going to extend the 
kitchen by knocking out two walls of small store rooms to 
increase the kitchen size. We were going to rewire, sort 
plumbing and get central heating in, and some new windows for 
the new kitchen, and the builders and other workers were 
coming soon.  My intention was to knock down the walls myself, 
remove the old kitchen, and also take out the old kitchen 
windows so the builder and kitchen fitter had a prepared site. 
I should also say that I was taking down the kitchen ceiling and 
the old plaster off the walls back to the brick work. 
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The magic hour of noon came and as the removal van drove 
off, I moved in. Most men will understand the joy of having a 
crow bar in one hand, a heavy hammer in the other, and a 
demolition project where neither of the walls to go are load 
bearing.  
 
The previous owner had left her quaint old kitchen beautifully 
clean and tidy. She had even scrubbed where the cooker had 
been! Smash! That first act of destruction was wonderful! 
 
It was now about three, and the old kitchen was in bits outside, 
and half of the first wall was gone when the previous owner 
arrived as she had left something behind. She walked into her 
former kitchen, or to what was left of it, and I thought she was 
going to faint, poor soul. 
 
So why am I telling you this story? Very simply for this reason: 
no matter how we plan and dream, and work, there is nothing 
that we have now or aspire to now which we will be able to 
keep. When we leave this world, someone else will take our job. 
Someone else will take our golf membership, our fishing ticket, 
our place in this or that organization. Someone will move into 
our house and replace our kitchen with their choice, our 
bathroom with their choice, and make rude remarks about our 
choice of wall paper, yes even the stuff we bought in France 
after years of looking. It will all be ripped up and changed and 
we will take none of it with us! 
 
How foolish we are to spend all our time and energy on stuff! I 
like stuff like everyone else, but now our thoughts are more on, 
„use it up, wear it out, make it do, do without.‟ That by the way is 
a modern interpretation of the last Commandment! 
 
Jesus spoke of the foolishness of laying up goods on earth, but 
being poverty stricken regarding the things of heaven. How 
much time, energy and money do we spend on eternal things? 
All of us are sooner or later going to be facing eternity, and only 
that investment will remain.    Ricky 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Come down to Corner Cafe 
And enjoy a little snack 

Each Thursday morning.  If you're pleased 
We hope you will come back. 

 
We try to welcome everyone 

And have a little chat 
But if you feel neglected 

We must put a stop to that! 
 

Some people sit with friends each time - 
It's nice to hear their news. 

The mums and toddlers sit together 
Sharing others' views. 

 
Our minister's a friendly chap. 

He really likes to roam. 
He visits every table 

And makes people feel at home. 
 

So if you feel like coming in 
There won't be any fuss 

And if nobody speaks to you 
Please come and speak to us. 

 
Please try our tea or coffee - 

You'll have scones and cakes as well. 
You'll probably enjoy yourself - 

Well, you can never tell! 
 Christine Fordyce 
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Holiday Club - A Jungle Jamboree! 
 

The holiday club was a great success this year again thanks to lots of 
hard work and commitment from the young people of our church, 
including giving up a good bit of their own summer holidays to 
organise and run the whole thing brilliantly, and also thanks to the 
many prayers that were offered up before and during the week. Below 
are a few highlights... 
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40-50 children came during the week! 

Singing & dancing - hey macarena! 

... and drama 

The grand finale 

Joke time Well earned lunch! 

Junk modelling 

Crafting 

Lots of biscuits needed! 

 
Plenty of action... 
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New Life Home Trust Update 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
Jambo everyone, 
 
Congratulations and thank-you to everyone who has supported and is 
continuing to support the New Life Home Trust in Kenya. 
 
In June we hosted a fundraising coffee morning for New Life Homes. 
Guy and Suzanna Bastable attended the coffee morning with Levi 
and Jerro, their adopted Kenyan boys, and shared wonderful stories 
of the amazing, life changing work they are doing over in Kenya. 
 
Last year we fundraised for solar panels to be placed in all five homes 
which I am delighted to say has been done now, enabling there to be 
a massive saving on electricity bills. This means the money saved 
can be used for medicine, feeding programmes and educational 
programmes for the abandoned youngsters. 
 
Guy and Suzanna are extremely grateful to Foveran Parish Church 
for their continuing support and have asked me to help fundraise for a 
water tank this year. This will cost around £17000 but is essential for 
their livelihood. 
 
I will be hosting a bead party later on in the year in Newburgh, and 
am running a half marathon on 12th October in aid of New Life. If 
anyone would like to make a donation, come to a bead party, host an 
adult or children's bead party, or sponsor me for my run you can 
contact me on the number below, or see me in church. 
 
The Lord blesses the New Life Home Trust in so many ways and I 
thank Our Father for his constant love, support and compassion. 
 

God bless, Paula  Tel. 01358 789751 

Knitting for Malawi 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are sending knitting to Malawi through the charity FROM (Famine 
Relief for Orphans in Malawi - www.fromscotland.org.uk) which is 
based in Gordon Presbytery. FROM started in 2005 with the aim of 
feeding orphans after a harvest failure. To date they have raised 
£282,000, every penny of it going to Malawi. The charity is headed by 
David and Kathleen Thomson and money goes directly to Dr Tracy 
Morse, their daughter, who is Project Manager for the University of 
Strathclyde Health Initiative in the south of Malawi. They have also 
sent out 2 x 20 foot containers and 1 x 40 foot container, full of 
medical supplies, knitting etc. We are arranging for our knitting to be 
sent on to our mission partners at Nkhoma hospital. 
 
If anyone would like to knit for this worthy cause, the most useful 
things are jerseys, cardigans and hats for babies and children up to 
about 5 years old. Scarves, gloves or booties are not needed. 
Teddies and blankets are great – blankets are best if approximately 3 
feet wide and 5 feet long. Most people doing these seem to find it 
easiest to knit strips 3 feet long and 6 inches wide then sew them 
together.  
  
Please pass any knitting on to Zander, who will give it to the right 
people. If you don‟t know Zander then pass it to anyone from the 
church who will pass it on to him. Thank you. 
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Angus Buchan 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr Clark opened by introducing himself and explained that he found Jesus 
through an Alpha Course with Nicky Gumbel. He explained the Farm Shop 
on his fruit farm used to take in more money on a Sunday than on Monday 
and Tuesday put together but since deciding to close on a Sunday he takes 
in more money in six days than he did in seven!  After a prayer, Mr Clark 
introduced Angus Buchan. 
 
When you read Angus Buchan‟s books he always makes the point that he 
was not a natural public speaker and that it is only through the grace of God 
that he is able to do it. So when you hear him speaking so charismatically 
and passionately you do have the sense that it is God who is working 
through him. He started off by teaching us the Afrikaans word for Amen and 
encouraged us to shout it loudly whenever he used it. 
 
He referred to his famous prayers for rain in his Faith like Potatoes book, 
saying that young people are not interested in things that happened years 
ago so would tell us of a drought that hit the Bloemfontein region of South 
Africa at the end of last year. Angus organised a gathering to pray for rain on 
the 31

st
 of January 2014. While driving to the gathering he said he started 

having doubts (I find it encouraging that even Angus Buchan can have 
doubts) about whether his mission would be successful. He said he could 
imagine the devil taunting him, saying that this time he will look like a fool. 
But his reply to the devil was “I‟m God‟s fool, whose fool are you!”  
 
He said that although the gathering had been organised at short notice, the 
turnout was phenomenal and afterwards it rained for weeks! After harvest 
the Ministry of Agriculture reported the second highest yield ever although a 
lower acreage had been planted because of the drought! He said that God 
does not answer prayers.....unless we believe he will. 

Angus stressed the importance of family values and emphasised that a man 
should look after his wife and that the most important thing that they can do 
for their children is to show them how to treat their mother. He said that we 
should discipline our children quoting “spare the rod, spoil the child” He said 
he would get into trouble for saying it but said “There I‟ve said it”. 
 
A two year old girl was screeching in the audience and he said if she did that 
twice more, he would go and pick her up. When she did he went across to 
her and with the parents‟ permission, he took her in his arms, said she was a 
“bonny quine” and blessed her. She responded by smiling to him which was 
very moving. 
 
Angus told us of a game reserve in Africa which had a problem with its 
young bull elephants – they had started attacking the rhinos and tipping over 
tourists cars! The owners of the Reserve got some zoologists in to identify 
the reason for this abnormal behaviour. The zoologists asked where the 
tuskers were (these are the old bull elephants whose tusks are so long they 
trail on the ground). The owners replied that they had taken them out.They 
were instructed to put them back in and stability returned to the Reserve. 
Angus said that this demonstrated the importance of the old guys to set 
good examples and guidance to the younger ones, which applies to humans 
as well as elephants.  
 
Angus then introduced an elderly lady who was sitting in the audience and 
explained that she had been responsible for inviting him to come an speak in 
Scotland. He emphasised the importance of the grey haired ladies who were 
often the prayer warriors of the church. 
 
Angus then invited everyone to come forward to profess their faith and he 
prayed for Awakening and revival in Scotland. He asked for couples in the 
audience who were having difficulty starting a family and five couples came 
forward onto the stage as he prayed for them. After this I was very fortunate 
to be able to speak to Angus personally and managed to give him a copy of 
the Doric New Testament which was translated by Gordon Hay from 
Longside, the same village where Angus‟s father originated from. I was lucky 
to be able to do this because as the evening drew to a close Angus was 
swamped by people asking to be prayed for. 
 
At the start I said I was fortunate to attend this event because I was working 
until lunchtime and then had to drive down to Fife alone.  After the event I 
had to drive home again, getting back about midnight to grab a few hours‟ 
sleep before starting work at 6.30am the next day. Donna was worried about 
me staying awake driving home but with several cans of energy drinks and 
God‟s will I made it home safely.  

Yours in Christ,  Alistair Cruickshank 
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On the 14
th
 of June I was very 

fortunate to attend an 
Awakening Scotland gathering 
at Blacketyside Farm, Leven, 
Fife, hosted by farmer Mr Alex 
Clark. The event was started 
off in rousing style with 
Amazing Grace played on the 
pipes followed by Highland 
Cathedral which was sung 
beautifully by a female soloist, 
ending in the words “Bring 
Scotland back to God”. 
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Treasurer’s Report 
 

 
 
My last financial report to the congregation was written at the 
beginning of May, and now it's time to update you on our 2014 
finances, up to the end of July.  Income for the year to that date was 
£40,936 and expenditure £36,641.  Our heads are still above water, 
as it were, but not by much. 
 
Three separate payments, totalling £9,564, have been received from 
HM Revenue & Customs in response to Gift Aid claims made on your 
behalf by Anne Whalley.  The congregation's thanks should go to 
Anne, and to all who have signed up to the Gift Aid scheme;  tax 
payers who have not yet  done so are encouraged to consult Anne so 
that our church can benefit from the tax you have already paid. 
 
In the first 7 months of this year, almost £14,000 of our income came 
from members, past and present, who have set up bank standing 
orders in Foveran Church's favour.  That represents 34% of our total 
income, and another 17% came from the Weekly Freewill Offering 
envelopes.  Treasurers are very much in favour of the types of giving 
I have just described, where there is a commitment to regular 
offerings.  Speak to Christine Fordyce if you think it would be easier 
(and give you more anonymity) if you contributed through the WFO 
scheme. 
 
Frances Morrison                                            
 24 August 2014 

 

Gift Aid News 
 
Our annual Gift Aid claim was submitted recently and I am very 
pleased to tell you that Foveran Parish Church received £9564.40 
from H.M.R.C. This was recovered from donations made in 2013 and 
from some back-dated claims on donations made in earlier years by 
people who signed new Gift Aid declaration forms in 2013. 
 

If you are a tax payer and you have not completed a Gift Aid 
declaration already, please consider doing it. Once you have signed a 
form, Gift Aid can be claimed on any donations you make. Please 
contact me for further information. 
 
I would remind existing Gift Aid donors that claims can only be made 
if you have paid income tax on the money which you have given. 
Please let me know if your circumstances change and you do not pay 
tax. 
 
Anne Whalley, Gift Aid Treasurer             Tel. 01358 789521 
 
 

New Community Building 
 
In Newburgh, we have been lucky enough to have a group of people 
who have been committed, for the past 7 years, to bringing a stunning 
new community building to the village. The newly completed Sports 
Pavilion is situated beyond the golf club car park, up beside the 
football pitch. It has changing rooms with showers, toilet facilities, a 
fitted kitchen and a large multi-purpose room, all of which are 
available for community use. In addition plans are in place to 
resurface and floodlight the tennis court as a Multi-Use Games Court 
for tennis, netball and football. It is anticipated that these works will be 
complete by the end of October 2014. We are grateful to the 
committed individuals who, in collaboration with Foveran Community 
Council, have made this exciting development happen for our 
community. 
 
Look out for information about a star-studded opening event in the 
near future, and if you want any info about hiring the new building or 
wish to assist these fantastic ongoing community sporting 
developments in any way please contact Ian Alexander on 789369. 
 
 

New Craft Group 
 
A new craft group is starting up in the Vestry – come along and learn 
a new craft – you‟ll be surprised at how much fun it is to make things! 
It starts on Thursday 11th Sept from 7-9pm, contact Linda on 789017. 
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Social Report 

Some time ago now the Variety Concert held on Saturday 24 
May in the Public Hall, Newburgh was a huge success - thanks 
to everyone who supported this event in any way. Special 
thanks to all the children and many others who provided the 
entertainment, and to Christine, Doreen, Danny and Paula who 
organised the programme. The singing, playing and comedy 
were all first class – we are extremely lucky to have so many 
talented folk in our midst. The income was £500 and after 
expenses for ice-cream and hire of the Public Hall, an extra 
£390.36 was raised for Christian Aid.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Looking ahead:  
 
On Saturday 4 October, we invite all members and friends to a 
Family Harvest Supper Dance in the Newburgh Inn with music 
provided by the Ythan Fiddlers. There will be soup followed by 
stovies or macaroni cheese, rounded off with tea or coffee and 
shortbread. We shall then be treated to music and 
entertainment by The Ythan Fiddlers – and there will be 
dancing for the more energetic to enjoy. There will also be a 
raffle during the evening. Further details and tickets (£6 
children, £12 adults) can be obtained from social committee 
members. 
 
We hope that both young folk and older folk will come along to 
enjoy an evening of fellowship and fun during the harvest 
season. Proceeds from this event will go to support the work of 
our mission partners, David and Rebecca Morton, at Nkhoma 
Hospital in Malawi. 
 
Thoughts then turn towards the annual Kirk Roup, which raises 
money mainly to help maintain our Church buildings. It will take 
place on Saturday 22 November in the Public Hall, Newburgh – 
provided that we have enough volunteers to help with the 
heavier work on both the Friday evening and also on Saturday, 
both morning and afternoon.  
 
Please speak to me or anyone on the social committee if you 
can offer to help in any way. Donations for the auction and also 
for the stalls (baking, books, toys and bric-a-brac) will be 
needed – so please do not throw anything useful away in the 
meantime. 
 
We look forward to seeing you at these events, 
 
Mary Smith (Social Convenor) 
Tel: 01358 742234 
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Extracts from Our Mission Partners’ letter from June 2014 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
and taken to the operating room for decompressive surgery which 
saved the limb. Although the recovery period is over a month, both 
will be able to walk instead of losing a limb and possibly their lives. 
Venomous snake bites are a risk in rural Africa since 1) the snakes 
(puff adders, mambas and cobras) live here!, 2) most rural people do 
not wear shoes for everyday activities and 3) much of life is lived out 
doors with the boys caring for animals and the girls fetching water or 
firewood for cooking. 
 
One day during lunchtime I was called by a frantic nurse for a patient 
who was having great difficulty breathing. He had been attending the 
funeral of his sister when the funeral entourage encountered a huge 
swarm of bees which attacked the man around the head and neck. 
We were able to provide immediate emergency care to counteract the 
swelling of his face and throat so that he could breathe, and then as 
we continued the examination discovered over 200 bee stings on his 
head and neck. It took over a week for all of the swelling to go down 
and for him to be out of danger.  
 
In April we took a two week break to travel to South Africa‟s Western 
Cape to visit friends and celebrate our 40th wedding anniversary 
(which was on May 12th). What a beautiful part of the world!  
 
Thank you for all of your prayers and support. Please continue to 
remember the needs of the hospital for continued funding, staffing, 
wisdom in administrative decisions and personnel issues. 
David & Rebecca Morton, Nkhoma Hospital, Malawi 

Dates for your Diaries 
 
Thurs 11th Sept New Craft Group starts in the Vestry, 7-9pm 
 
Sun 28th Sept  Messy Church, Newburgh Public Hall, 11am 
 
Sat 4th Oct Family Harvest Supper Dance, Newburgh Inn, 

with Ythan Fiddlers 
 
Sun 5th Oct Harvest Thanksgiving Service, 11am Holyrood. 

Please bring along non perishable food, dried 
or canned, donations to be given to the local 
food bank. 

 
Sun 2nd Nov  Messy Church, Newburgh Village Hall 11am 
 
Sat 22nd Nov Roup, Newburgh Public Hall 
 
Sun 30th Nov  Messy Church, Newburgh Public Hall 11am 
 
      

Pastoral Notices 
Baptisms   
24th August   Agatha Nell Smith 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lost Property 

Lady‟s black jacket, picnic rug with name James Edward, round 
baking tin with name Kath Ingram, Denby dinner plate & black 
umbrella. Please claim by phoning Christine Fordyce (789236). 
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It has been several months of “bees and 
snakes”. We had two very serious snake 
bite cases (probably puff adder bites), one 
in a 13 year boy and the other a 12 year 
girl. Tiyamike was walking along a path to 
fetch water for her family when she was 
bitten. Both cases had swelling of the 
bitten limb up to the waist despite receiving 
snake anti-venom, and developed 
compartment syndrome in the lower leg 
which can lead to ischemia and loss of leg. 
Fortunately, both were carefully monitored  
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