Our Vision
Our vision is to be a church
which inspires people
with the Good News
of Jesus Christ
through our enthusiasm, worship, witness,
nurture and service
www.fpchurch.co.uk
Church Directory

Spring 2016

Minister

Rev Ricky Reid
The Manse, Foveran
Tel: 789225
reidricky8@hotmail.com

Treasurer

Mr Alasdair Sloan
Auquharney House
Bogbrae, Hatton
Tel: 01779 841166

Session Clerk

Mrs Sue Edwards
6 Airyhill View
Newburgh AB41 6DW
Tel: 789139

Sunday School

Mrs Christine Mitchell
Old Mill of Collieston
Slains, Ellon AB41 8RG
Tel: 751743

Clerk to the
Board

Mrs Pamela Sloan
Auquharney House
Bogbrae, Hatton
Tel: 01779 841166

Roll Keeper &
WFO
Recorder

Mrs Christine Fordyce
Craigard, Foveran
AB41 6AP
Tel: 789236

Property
Convenor &
FAX Leader

Mr Andrew Mitchell
Old Mill of Collieston
Slains, Ellon AB41 8RG
Tel: 751743

Gift Aid
Treasurer

Mrs Anne Whalley
57 Mavis Bank
Newburgh AB41 6FB
Tel: 789521

Mrs Erica MacKenzie
Brookfield, Foveran,
AB41 6AP. Tel: 789416
Mrs Wendy Colquhoun
2 Eider Road
Newburgh
Tel 788969
Editor of Church
Newsletter &
Website

Mrs Jane Bradford
49 Main St
Newburgh. Tel: 789511
jane@bradford1.net

Safeguarding
Coordinator

Mrs Lindsey Dickie
33 Eider Road
Newburgh
Tel: 789103

Foveran Parish Church is the known name of Foveran Church of Scotland
Registered Charity No.SC011701

16

Minister’s Letter
Disciples
Hello,
What is a disciple? There are many ways of thinking about this.
The Great Commission in Matthew 28 verse 19 tells us that the
making of disciples is the mission of believers. There is an
analogy. The purpose of parents is to have children, but just like
having children, the birth is not the end of the responsibility.
Children have to be cared for, clothed, educated, fed and
watered, disciplined, trained and then let loose in the world to
become parents in their own right. If this did not happen, the
human race would quickly cease to be! The Church is no
different, only the children are spiritual children.
Let‟s make things a bit clearer. The mission and vision of the
Church is given to us by Jesus. It is to make disciples, however,
the whole slant of the Old and New Testaments is to show us
that it is only people who are disciples who can make disciples.
The first step in making disciples is for spiritually dead people to
be born again, made new creations, become united to Christ, all
these terms amount to the same thing. What is God‟s part in
this and what is ours?
1

God‟s part is to awaken, draw and regenerate i.e. make the dead
alive. This is entirely God‟s prerogative as no human being can make
dead people alive, only Divine power can do this.
That does not mean that we have no part to play. Disciples awaken
an interest in others by the life we live, the witness we share, declare
or proclaim, and by the prayer we pray. God gives the birth, we at
best are midwives. To use an agricultural image that Paul uses, we
sow the seed, but God gives the growth.
Once the new Christian is born, there is discipleship within the body
of God‟s people, the Church. This is also a process of shared
responsibility. God does the big part, by His Holy Spirit, He works
within Christians to make them holy, to grow up. We act as
cheerleaders and helpers, personal trainers even, and try not to
hinder what God is doing.
The goal is that of Paul, who in Colossians 1 verses 28 and 29 says
this, “We proclaim him, admonishing and teaching everyone with all
wisdom, so that we may present everyone perfect (mature) in Christ.
To this end I labour, struggling with all his energy, which so powerfully
works in me.”
Exactly what this involves is a subject in itself, but don‟t let anyone
think that it is an easy thing to make or to be a disciple.
However, this is what we are called to be, and called to do. Nothing
more, and nothing less!
Ricky

Remembrance Sunday
On Remembrance Day in November 2015 members of our
congregation, after the service in Holyrood Chapel, paid our usual
visit to Foveran War Memorial, where Rev Ricky Reid led a short
service and wreaths were laid. Our Memorial takes the form of the
gate pillars of Foveran Cemetery and is identical to the one which
forms the gates to St Magnus Cathedral in Kirkwall, Orkney.
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In Foveran the names of the fallen of
World War 1 are on the inside of the
gateposts and those of World War 11 on
the outside. We also have War Graves in
our churchyards. Normally our poppy
wreath is carried by a local person who
has been in one of the services, in 2015
by Mr Lionel Holmes who served in the
RAF. Another wreath is carried by one of
our local Councillors, most recently by Mr
Richard Thomson.
On the Memorial the name which stands
out for me is that of Rev Arthur Currie
Gordon, minister of Foveran Parish, who
Lionel Holmes & Richard Thomson
was my father's friend and by whom I was
baptised. He joined WW11 as a padre and was killed ministering to a
dying comrade, leaving behind his wife and two small children.
Christine Fordyce

Last Saturday of the month
11am-3pm, Church Hall, Newburgh
Come along and enjoy delicious
homemade soups, scones & pancakes,
teas & coffees all for a donation.
We are always looking for volunteers to help at the Saturday Cafe so
if you feel you can spare some time, even just 2 hours on a Saturday,
please contact Margaret Buchan on 789298.

Knit & Natter
Come and join us as we have a knit (or crochet, tapestry, sew,
weave, any project is welcome!) and a natter on Thursday afternoons
in the Church Hall from 1.30-3.30pm. All are welcome!
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Christmas at Foveran Parish Church

Carols by Candlelight in the Public Hall
was a lovely mix of traditional carols and
loud thumping Christmas songs, getting
young & old alike in the festive spirit.
The Sunday School had an exciting Christmas outing to Ythanbank Reindeer
Centre where they met many reindeer, donkeys, chickens and even a unicorn!
The Christmas Corner Cafe was packed out. Cafe-goers were treated to mince
pies, coffee & carols sung by the local choir and 3 talented young singers from
Foveran School: Hannah Kirk, Caitlin Mackay & Charley Skinner.

The children did a great job of recounting
the Christmas story at their Christmas
Service. They all sang, read and played
their parts perfectly while looking so cute!
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Christmas at Foveran Parish Church (continued)

Books, Books, Books
Here are two books that go together, I think:

At
the
Christmas
Eve
Christingle Service we all made
Christingles, which are oranges
with cocktail sticks, sweets,
raisins & a candle, symbolising
the light of Christ in the world.

„The SOULWINNER‟, by C H
Spurgeon. Now this is a timeless
classic by someone who not only
wrote about evangelism, but
engaged in it all his life.
Furthermore, he also nurtured and
taught others to do the same. This
is Meat and two veg. stuff. Not nice
and easy, not soft and sentimental,
but there is guts and gumption here,
truth and delight. This is not a how
to course for easy evangelism, but
what is involved in seeing people
saved, truly converted, and not just
a decision that goes nowhere or
fizzles out with age.
The second book, a little one is „The
Price and Power of REVIVAL‟, by
Duncan Campbell. This is an
account of Campbell‟s thoughts
about the Revival in Lewis and
Harris in 1940 – 1953. Not only was
this a thrilling period, but there are
still folk about who lived through it,
even if now they are fewer in
numbers, but their testimony is still
within living history. The way
Campbell thought about the way of
evangelism has many parallels to
Spurgeon‟s book, hence, why I think
it is good to read then together.
It is possible that they are available on Kindle and online. Google, and
you may be fortunate to get a recording of Campbell‟s preaching too!
Ricky
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2016 Prayer News

Willing Volunteers!
Thank you to Wendy Colquhoun who has
stepped up to work with the youngest
group of children in Sunday School.
Wendy is pictured here on the left with her
three boys Josh, Jay and Caleb, all of
whom you will have seen at Sunday
School too.

There are a couple of initiatives
being called this year to
concerted
and
persistent
prayer. These have been
called independently of each
other, but tie together in such a
way that you would think
someone had planned it!
PfS, Pray for Scotland, and
Parliamentary Prayer Scotland,
PPS, invite you to partner with
them in a call to raise a Prayer
Shield over the nation in 2016.
This is set to run from March
A Roman legionnaires „Testudo‟ or „Tortoise‟
27th to May 5th to cover the
shield formation
elections to the Scottish
Parliament,
but it is hoped and intended that this prayer continue
Parliam
through the whole of 2016.
Then, David Hill of “Try
Praying” has called for 40 days
of prayer from February 10th to
March 26th. So, one prayer call
runs into the other. There
is a guide called „Catching the Wave‟cccccccccc
which will be available here in
Holyrood Chapel soon.
Details of the Feb. prayer call can be found at www.40-days.com
and the PfS call at www.prayforscotland.org.uk with notes to follow
shortly. Even if you don‟t read this until after the start, don‟t worry, the
material will be valid for the whole year, and the hope is for concerted
prayer to go forward beyond these dates.
The other event is a Festival of Hope in Peterhead. Will Graham, Billy
Graham‟s grandson has agree to come to Peterhead with his team,
from the 3rd to the 9th of October this year, and already there are
prayer gatherings and others being set up. Is it a coincidence that all
these things have arisen independently? What do you think? Is God
about to do something in the NE? We sure need it!
Ricky
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Wendy with Josh, Caleb & Jay

Thank you also to Christine Mitchell (we all
know
Christine!)
who
has
kindly
volunteered to take over the Co-ordination
of the Christian Aid Collection and to
Lindsey Dickie (pictured left, Lindsey has
Murray and Taylor at Sunday School) who
has offered to take on the role of
Safeguarding Co-ordinator.
We are grateful to them all for being so
willing and trust that the congregation and
wider parish will give them their full
support.

Lindsey the new Safeguarding
Co-ordinator

We have also had a welcome expansion of
our worship band in recent months with
Samuel Sloan, Euan & Connor MacKenzie all
making appearances. We have Ruth Mills
playing her electric violin and Rob
Cruickshanks who has recently joined on the
piano. Thank you to all these brilliant
musicians for helping the band make our
worship so great.

Rob Cruickshanks on piano

We can always find jobs for willing volunteers, so if you have
particular skills and want to offer them for use within the church
environment, please see Ricky or Sue and we can then match you
with a „job‟. Remember that skills do not always have to be „Hi-tech‟,
they can be as simple as being able to make a good cup of tea!
Sue Edwards, Session Clerk
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Social Committee Report
On Saturday 21 November the ANNUAL KIRK ROUP took place in
the Public Hall, Newburgh. There were many generous donations of
items for sale on the stalls and under the hammer - including
household items, home-grown neeps and tatties, beautiful Christmas
cakes and lots of other home baking, also books, bric-a-brac and
some wonderful toys. This year there was also a raffle of two handknitted Christmas dolls. Our thanks to everyone who worked hard
beforehand and on the day, or who supported this event in any way
and so helped to raise £1021 for church funds.

More recently on Saturday 23 January approximately eighty church
members, golfers, families and friends enjoyed our annual BURNS
SUPPER, once again held in conjunction with Newburgh-on-Ythan
Golf Club in the golf clubhouse.

This year Peter Morrison was chairman, Don Hawthorn gave the
Selkirk Grace and piped in the haggis, with Martin Bühler (the caterer)
bearing the haggis and George Adams the Quaich. George Annand
gave a brilliant address to the haggis and Frances Morrison gave an
entertaining and carefully researched tribute and toast to the Bard.
After the traditional supper, we enjoyed an excellent programme of
spoken and musical entertainment.
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Alistair Cruickshank recited „To a Mouse‟ and „Tam O‟Shanter‟ and
George Annand sang „My Love is like a Red, Red Rose‟, „Ye Banks
and Braes‟ and „The Dundee Weaver‟. We also enjoyed more Burns
songs, „The Lea Rig‟ and „There was a Lad‟, sweetly sung by Hannah
Kirk and Caitlin Mackay, accompanied by Christine Fordyce. Don and
Carole Hawthorn played an interesting medley on the Accordion and
Pipes, and to conclude the musical entertainment Elliot Carr treated
us to a wonderful selection of tunes on the fiddle, again with Christine
as accompanist. We are so fortunate to have so many talented folk of
all ages in our midst. Peter then expressed our appreciation for the
hospitality of the Golf Club and to Martin and the staff for an excellent
meal and thanked all the performers, and finally we all joined in
singing Auld Lang Syne. While enjoying our annual tribute to Robert
Burns, we are delighted that the evening also raised £173 for the New
Life Home Trust. Our thanks to everyone who helped to make this
possible.
Mary Smith (Social Convenor)
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And looking ahead.... I am delighted to tell you all that the amazing
Sound of Many Waters Gospel Choir are performing at Foveran
Parish Church Hall on Saturday 27th February at 6pm. Along with a
group of others from Foveran, I had the great honour of seeing them
perform last year over in Belhelvie Church and they were youthful,
uplifting, spirit led and fantastic fun to watch.
Please come and support this evening, guaranteed you will have a
great night. No tickets required, donations only on the night. Tea,
coffee and cakes will be provided. Look out for the posters / flyers
round the parish. Any queries please contact me, Paula Hawthorn,
on 07854186968.

Data Protection
The congregation of Foveran Church of Scotland is mindful of the
terms of the Data Protection Act 1998 and strives to comply fully with
Data Protection Law. We wish to protect your privacy and safeguard
your personal data, using any information we hold in a responsible
manner, and sharing it with no-one except as demanded by law or by
your express permission. Currently we hold details of names and
addresses of church members in order to communicate with you on
matters relating to church life, and only keep data for as long as is
necessary.
We need to change our method of record keeping (move from paper
files to secured digital records) and in order to do this we require your
permission for which records you want us to retain. In order to enable
this, over the next few months you will receive a form from your Elder
for you to complete. It is a very basic form and you are entitled to
complete as much or as little as you want – although we would
appreciate the minimum being your name.
The form will have my contact details on it should you have any
questions.
I would like to thank you in advance for your co-operation in this
matter. We are not asking for any information that we do not currently
hold, it‟s just that now we need your permission to continue holding it.
Sue Edwards, Session Clerk
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Extracts from Mission Partners’ Letter, January 2016
Dear Friends and Family,
We arrived back at Nkhoma on
January 7th. Our time in the
States
was
restful
and
encouraging. We had good
family times at Thanksgiving and
Christmas, caught up with
friends, were ministered to in
worship
with
supporting
congregations, and able to
explore
possible
new
partnerships. We had many opportunities to share work and life at
nnnnnnnnnn
Nkhoma Hospital, and are very grateful for the continuing
encouragement, prayer and financial support so many of you have
given. We left Nkhoma in November not knowing how the hospital
would get through the rest of the year financially, but we saw God‟s
provision through your generosity.
On arrival, we have not found any dramatic improvement in Malawi,
or in the challenges facing the hospital, but rather an intensifying of
the same problems. The economy continues to deteriorate with the
Malawi Kwacha now exchanging at almost 700 to the dollar (it was
430 in June, 560 in October). So inflation is crippling the local rural
population. There has been no movement on the Service Level
Agreement (SLA), meaning no payment of what Nkhoma is owed, no
new agreement, and no indication there will be one in the future.
There are starting to be reports of maternal deaths in the village as
women are going back to home deliveries to avoid the cost of care.
Also, due to lack of funding Nkhoma has been unable to provide more
than a fraction of spraying for malaria control that was done over the
past 5 years. This means malaria will be a much bigger problem this
year. Hunger is now an issue as the previous harvest was poor.
People have planted, but rains have been sporadic. The hospital was
able to stock pile food and has now started to feed all patients. Some
of my diabetic patients are out of control with their sugars as they are
down to one meal per day. Here are some Malawi media headlines
over the last month:
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“Zomba Hospital phases out malnutrition ward” (due to lack of staff
not lack of need).
“Drugs worth K5Bn stolen yearly in Malawi Hospitals” (K5Bn is about
$10 million, and the hospitals referred to are government hospitals).
“Malawi Government suspends 60 Ministry of Health workers” (over
fraudulent allowance and fuel claims).
“Malawi Hospital financial chaos continues” (again referring to
government hospitals).
“Malawi Government owes Church Hospitals K400M” (about
$800,000 of which over $40,000 is owed to Nkhoma).
In the midst of all of this, Nkhoma Hospital must be the place where
things are different, where people are served “With Love and Care”
as our hospital motto states, and where people experience the
healing power and love of Christ through our staff and the care
patients receive here. Please continue to pray that God will empower
us to be able to do this, that he will provide the resources, the
wisdom, the faithfulness and compassion necessary. Also pray that
we will be able to trust in our Lord‟s provision, and be able to prioritize
what needs to be addressed and how to go about it in a way that will
empower our staff to meet the challenges.

Dates for your Diaries
Sun 21st Feb

Thinking Day Service, 11am

Sat 27th Feb

Saturday Cafe, 11am-3pm,
Church Hall, Newburgh

Sun 20th March

Palm Sunday, 11am

Sun 20th March

Stated Annual Meeting, after morning service

Thurs 24th March

Maundy Thursday Service at Belhelvie, 7.30pm

Fri 25th March

Good Friday Service, 7.30pm

Sat 26th March

Saturday Cafe, 11am-3pm,
Church Hall, Newburgh

Sun 27th March
Easter Sunday

9.15am – Short Service & Egg Rolling on
Gallows Hill, all welcome! Meet at 9am in
Newburgh Inn car park before we walk up
Gallows Hill for a short service and egg rolling
– bring your own eggs! Then breakfast is
served in the Church Hall.
11am – Easter Family Service, 11am, including
decorated egg competition (make different
eggs for this – not the ones for rolling!)

Sun 24th April

Communion, 11am

Sat 30th April

Saturday Cafe, 11am-3pm,
Church Hall, Newburgh

15th-21st May

Christian Aid Week

David and Rebecca, Nkhoma Hospital

Easter at Foveran Parish Church
Please join us this Easter Sunday 27th
March as we celebrate the most important
time of the year for Christians: the death
then resurrection of Jesus. As well as our
traditional Easter Services in church, we
have an uplifting and fun outdoor service on
top of Gallows Hill bright and early on
Easter morning. We meet in the Newburgh
Inn car park at 9am before walking up the
hill and having a short service of worship at
the top. The kids then roll their hard boiled
eggs down the hill before walking to the
is
church hall for coffee & croissants. Our
Easter
Easter Service in church
is after this at 11am, where there is a
competition for the best decorated eggs. All very welcome!
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Unless otherwise stated all services will be in Holyrood Chapel, Main
Street, Newburgh.

Pastoral Notices
Funerals
26th January

Mrs Agnes Barber
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