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Hello,
Personal Revival
There is or was a clever, but sad story about three men.
Somebody, Anybody, and Nobody were their names. I can‟t
remember how exactly it went, but you can probably imagine. It
ends up along the line that there was a task that needed to be
done and Anybody could do it, Somebody should have done it,
but in the end Nobody did it. We love excuses and are masters
of getting off the hook.
I remember a story a preacher told of when he was in the navy.
If caught doing nothing his excuse was he had just arrived, just
finished, just starting and all the rest! We hear the politicians
when interviewed about the latest crisis or disaster saying that
there will be a full investigation so that lessons will be learned
so that such a thing will never happen again - but it does. It
doesn‟t really say much for human kind at times, but possibly
many of us at a quiet moment will concede that we like a quiet
and pleasantly predictable life. We don‟t want to get too caught
up in things which stretch us - I‟m not talking about our hobbies
here, but the stuff we have to do and ought to do.
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Let me ask you a question. If you have ever read the Bible, say
the Gospel of Luke and the Book of Acts, do these books cause
you to say, „O yes, my Church is just like that‟, or „the local
Church is just like that, love them, hate them, but you can‟t
ignore them.‟? You probably don‟t think that – I don‟t. Much as I
admire what we do have here, it is still different from what we
see in the New Testament.
Why is that? Is it the Minister‟s fault? Partially. I could go on
through a list of people in similar fashion, but that is pointless.
The only person I can speak for is myself, and the only person
you can speak for is you. Why? Because Philippians 2 v 12
says, „Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling,
because God is at work in you to will and to act according to His
good purpose.‟ Each of us is responsible to be revived - to be a
hot Christian and not a luke warm one.

A look back at Christmas...
The Carols by Candlelight
evening in Newburgh Village
Hall
was
lovely
and
atmospheric – and also very
lively with our talented
church members providing
musical
accompaniment.
There was a good turnout
and a collection was made
with proceeds going to New
Life Home Trust in Kenya.

We are responsible for our own condition - that does not mean
that we save ourselves by our actions or deeds, never! But God
has so arranged things that we have a part to fulfil. It is a role of
co-operating and obeying what God requires of us, a response
which we do or don‟t do. This will affect how we live our lives
now, and to what extent we enjoy our salvation now. I suppose
what I am wanting to say is this: if we are not seeing the types
of dynamic we read of in the New Testament, it is due to my
degree and for you, your degree, of coolness and lack of
understanding and zeal for the things of God.
It is easy to say when we hear of places in the world where
scores of people are coming to faith and huge churches are
gathering, that this is because the nation is a third world nation,
almost implying that the folk don‟t know any better. However,
when you meet them, you discover a level of joy and gratitude
and enthusiasm in their faith that is so often almost lacking in
us.
Ricky
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The Christingle Service and Children’s Nativity

A „Christingle‟
The Christmas Eve Christingle
Service got everyone in the
festive spirit.
And the children‟s Nativity was
delightful, as usual. A very
polished performance was put on
by the children, thanks to the
direction of the lovely ladies
pictured here on the left.
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Festive Corner Café

Footprints Café
The café has developed a
reputation for serving excellent
food and has become something
of a lunch venue with its selection
of high quality home-made soups.
However with good coffee, little
white
teapots,
and
mouthwatering cakes and scones it‟s a
good place to come and meet
friends at any time on a Saturday.
We are open from 11am - 4pm
on the second Saturday of
every month, in the Church Hall.
Visitors to the Festive
Corner Café were treated to
carol singing by the choir, a
lovely Christmas cake and
a raffle. A very festive
morning was had by all!
Corner Café is open to all in
the community. You will be
served tea, coffee, scones &
toast by our volunteers, and
there are always plenty of
fancy pieces on the tables.
Children are very welcome
and there are plenty toys out.
You just make a donation at
the door on your way out.
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All the profits from the café go
to
three
charities;
Hope
counselling in Aberdeen, Kids
Club Kampala in Uganda, and
New Life Homes in Kenya.
Over the past year and a half we have raised £1500 for each of the
charities and as one of the team of volunteers said; “It‟s nice to know
that all the money goes directly to each of the charities, and seeing
the photos of the faces of children in Uganda receiving food as a
direct result of our fundraising is just great.”
We have a great team of volunteers of all ages who enjoy working
together to make it happen and to provide a warm welcome to visitors
to the café. If you would like to join us we need help of all kinds
including cooks and chair stackers and kitchen crew and serving staff.
Please contact Tricia Kiehlmann on 789235 for further details.
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Aberdeen’s Biennial Passion Play

The Aberdeen Passion 2014: One Hope takes the audience back to
relive these times of turmoil and hopelessness through the eyes of
many of the people most affected by those events over 2000 years
ago. Once again we live through those final days of Jesus‟ ministry on
Earth through action and song helped by over 100 on-stage
performers and a script firmly rooted in the first-hand accounts of
those who knew Jesus best.
Hope was lost but rose again…One hope for all!
The Aberdeen Passion: One Hope will be staged 18th and 19th April
2014 at the Aberdeen Exhibition & Conference Centre. Tickets are on
sale from the 6th January 2014 from the Aberdeen Box Office.

IT STARTED LIKE A BEAT, A PULSE, A HEARTBEAT, A DRUM,
GROWING LOUDER – SOMETHING IS HAPPENING. CHILDREN ARE
RUNNING, PEOPLE ARE JOINING, CROWDS ARE GROWING,
THE MESSIAH IS COMING. GOD HAS ARRIVED AND HE HAS AN
ANNOUNCEMENT TO MAKE
“I‟M HERE TO CLAIM THIS CITY, I‟M HERE TO CLAIM THIS COUNTRY
AND I‟M HERE TO CLAIM THIS WORLD”

The Aberdeen Passion 2014 once again takes us back to 1st century
Jerusalem. It is a city under occupation whose people feel God has
abandoned them….their hope is fading.
But news begins to spread – a man has ridden into the city on a
donkey, just as the prophecies foretold! Is this the Messiah?
Excitement rushes through the Passover city, causing hope to flare
and grow. During this holy time when the people celebrate their
rescue is this God really come down to rescue them again?
Everyone wants to hear what he says….even just to see him.
But within a week, it‟s all over. He‟s arrested, tried and nailed to a
cross. ”It is done” he cries. And then he‟s gone. Hope is crushed,
hope is shattered, hope dies and as three days pass all hope is gone.
But God has not abandoned his people. The cross was a completion
not a failure of the task. Hope is not dead, hope is not lost….there is
still one hope….
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Treasurer’s Report

By the time you read this, the final accounts for 2013 will be ready,
and will be available before the Stated Annual Meeting of the
congregation. To give you some idea of our financial state, our
Income for 2013 was £67,910. Of this, £33,013 came from bank
standing orders and WFO envelopes, £4,933 from cash Sunday
offerings, £4,548 from other donations,
£8,282 from Gift Aid,
£2,128 from fund-raising activities, and £1,992 for the use of our hall.
We also received a generous legacy of £5,000, earmarked for our
Fabric fund - maintenance of our buildings.
And what was the money spent on? Total expenditure was £57,842.
£20,622 was our contribution for Public Worship, electricity bills
came to £3,664, and rates and insurance cost us £3,600. Fabric
costs were £17,367. Not included in the above statistics are the
monies we collected and paid to Charities - this came to £3,600.
I welcome requests for more details - or else come along to our
Annual Meeting, see the Accounts, and ask any questions.
Frances Morrison

2 February 2014
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The Social Report
On Saturday 23 November the ANNUAL KIRK ROUP took place in
the Public Hall, Newburgh – it was very well attended, both by our
own parish community and also by local traders. There were many
generous donations of items for sale on the stalls and under the
hammer - including many household items, home-grown neeps and
tatties, beautiful Christmas cakes and lots of other home baking.
Lovely refreshments were on offer. Our thanks to everyone who
supported this event in any way; it raised £1100 for church funds.
More recently on Saturday 25 January there was excellent food and
wonderful entertainment at our annual BURNS SUPPER, held jointly
again this year with Newburgh-on-Ythan Golf Club in the golf
clubhouse. Ricky Reid did a great job as chairman
and gave the Selkirk Grace. Don Hawthorn piped
in the haggis, which was borne in by Martin Bulmer
(the caterer) with George Adams as Quaich (and
refreshment!) bearer. Peter Kiehlmann brilliantly
addressed the haggis and Peter Morrison updated
the Immortal Memory and Toast to the Bard, with
the help of a computer mouse! After the traditional
supper, Fred Watson gave an enthralling and
atmospheric rendition of „Holy Willie‟s Prayer‟; and
later Alistair Cruickshank (with the help of his grey
mare!) once again held his audience spellbound
as he recited „Tam O‟Shanter‟. The musical
entertainers this year were Shannon Dewars,
Cameron Dow, Carole, Danny, Paula and Will
Hawthorn, Andrew Ritchie and Jess Stirton – and also
Zander Kirk, Frances and Peter Morrison and Anne
Whalley. They had planned an excellent musical
program for us and performed it magnificently – even
if things did get a little out of hand when „Willie Brew‟d
A Peck O‟Maut‟ and „The Deil (arrived) wi‟ the
Exciseman‟! Ricky expressed our appreciation to
Martin and the staff for an excellent meal and thanked
all the performers, and after a final word from Peter
Morrison we all joined in singing Auld Lang Syne.

Our thanks to everyone who came along to enjoy the fun and
fellowship – again we had a full house and it was great to see so
many young and older folk paying tribute to Robert Burns and
enjoying themselves together. We are delighted that the evening also
enabled us to raise approximately £140 for the New Life Home Trust.
LOOKING AHEAD: We hope to have a CHEESE AND WINE evening
in Foveran Public Hall on Saturday 29 March – this will be an
opportunity for folk from both Newburgh and throughout Foveran
Parish area to enjoy a social evening together. Any proceeds from the
evening will go to support our missionary partners, David and
Rebecca Morton in Malawi.
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Then on Saturday 24 May we plan to hold another evening VARIETY
CONCERT in the Church Hall, Newburgh – as last year‟s concert was
such a success! Many of our own talented members and friends will
perform and there will again be lots of youngsters involved. This
event will allow us to raise a little extra cash for Christian Aid.
Further details of these events will be advertised nearer the time in
the local Press and on posters around our local area. Please come
along - everyone will be made very welcome.
Mary Smith (Social Convener, Tel: 01358 742234)
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Family Baptism

Our Mission Partners David and Rebecca Morton in Malawi
Extracts from their last letter from November 2013
Dear Friends & Family,

On Sunday 12th January a special baptism of Lisa Hofford and her
three children Jodie, Paige and Daniel took place. The baptism
happened just weeks before they, with husband Andrew, moved
down south. The congregation and Sunday School will really miss
them and we wish them God‟s blessing in their new home.

A New Bible Study
Just 10 is a DVD series that looks at the
relevance of the Ten Commandments in a
contemporary setting. The speaker, J John, is a
Church of England canon, an inspiring,
challenging and entertaining communicator.
Unlike the „dos‟ and „don‟ts‟ most people imagine
when they think about the Maker‟s instructions, J John frames them in
a revolutionarily positive way. We propose to start a JUST 10 series
at the end of March in the vestry of Holyrood Chapel on a Tuesday or
Wednesday, 1.30 – 3pm. Please let Sue Edwards (789139) or
Yvonne Reid (789225) know if you are interested and which
afternoon you prefer.
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If you have been following any news about
Malawi you will have heard about the
“Cashgate” scandal. An estimated $250
million of government funds have been
found missing and thought to have been
diverted to government officials and others
connected to government. As a result the
international donor community, which
provides 40% of Malawi‟s annual
government budget, is freezing all further
funds. The Malawi government has
requested
rrrrrrrrrr forensic auditors from the United Kingdom to look into the
matter, but the immediate result is lack of funds for government
services including health care. Nkhoma Hospital has not received a
Service Level Agreement (SLA) payment since July‟s invoice and
currently are owed 8.4 million kwacha (about $25,000) for the August
through October payments. This, combined with an Nkhoma budget
short fall on external donations of about $9,000 per month, has
caused a financial crisis for Nkhoma as well.
Almost certainly, payments to staff will need to be decreased which
will cause hardship as the country wide situation is causing an
increase in prices in food, fuel and other basic commodities. As head
of the financial section of the hospital, I have a heavy load in trying to
guide the hospital in how to cope.
Although financial resources are needed, money is not what the work
here is about. Being part of God‟s healing presence, sharing the love
of God and the peace of the Lord is what we hope Nkhoma is about. I
was reminded of the difference basic medical care can make when
seeing patients in our weekly epilepsy clinic, and patients remarking
on how their lives are now back to normal with seizure control on
medications we are able to provide for them. Some are able to
manage a simple shop keeping business, others are able to work
their fields and children are back in school.
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The cervical cancer program continues to grow. In the first six weeks
of the expanded clinic we have screened over 430 women with a 15%
rate of finding treatable abnormalities, early cancer, or in 17 women
so far, advanced cancer, a sad situation for which we can only
provide palliative supportive care.
Gadison, our refugee boy, now has his artificial leg and has already
worn out one pair of shoes. He is in his final evaluation for placement
in a special unaccompanied minor program where he will be placed
with a foster family in the USA. The local UNHCR staff have worked
hard for this and hope he will be in his new home before Christmas.
Personally, Rebecca has been in Seattle for the last two months
caring for her father. On 26th November, the day after Rebecca
arrived back in Nkhoma after caring for her father, he took a dramatic
turn for the worse and went to be with his Lord on Wednesday 27th
November. Rebecca and I will be flying back to Seattle for 2 weeks
on the 5th of December for the memorial service and burial. Like the
others, though sad, this will be a celebration of a life lived in the
service and to the glory of God. Al VanWechel was an elder in his
church for 57 years.
Please continue to pray for the situation in Malawi and Nkhoma with
the financial struggles, the continued demands of providing loving
care for all who come. Remember Gadison, that he will be placed in a
loving home environment and continue to grow and recover from his
very traumatic past. Also pray that Rebecca and I will have trust and
confidence in the Lord‟s provision for us and the hospital. Thank you
again for partnering with us in prayer and support.

David and Rebecca Morton, Nkhoma Hospital, Malawi

Dates for your Diaries
Sun 2nd March

Messy Church, 11am, Public Hall

Sat 8th March

Footprints Café, Church Hall, 10am-4pm

Sun 30th March

Messy Church, 11am, Public Hall

Sat 12th April

Footprints Café, Church Hall, 10am-4pm

Thurs 17th April

Maundy Thursday Communion Service,
7.30pm, Belhelvie Church

Fri 18th April

Good Friday Service,
7.30pm, Holyrood Chapel

Sun 20th April

9am - Egg Rolling on Gallows Hill, all welcome!
Meet at 9am in Briggies car park before we
walk up Gallows Hill for a short service and
then egg rolling – bring your own decorated
hard boiled eggs! Afterwards there will be
breakfast served in the Church Hall.
11am – Easter Service, Holyrood Chapel,
including decorated egg competition (make
different eggs for this – not the ones for rolling!)

Sun 27th April

Communion Service, 11am, Holyrood Chapel

Sun 18th May

Messy Church, 11am, Public Hall

Sun 22nd June

Messy Church & Picnic

Sun 29th June

Explorers‟ Prizegiving

Pastoral Notices

Rebecca and her father in Seattle in
early November
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Gadison with his new leg

Baptisms
15th Dec 2013
12th Jan 2014

James Yeoman
Lisa, Jodie, Paige & Daniel Hofford

Funerals
17th Sept 2013
10th Dec 2013

Beatrice Shewan
Charles Esslemont

15

