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Hello,
There are really very few decisions that are important in life. We
live in an age when choice is the new mantra, we have to have a
choice in everything from shampoo to coffee. I have sometimes,
when in a certain well-known coffee shop, tried to give the most
complicated and long-winded order I can, something like this:
‘Could I have a venti latte, decaff, of the specialty bean, extra hot
and wet, skinny black-eye, to drink in, please.’ I hear my old
departed Gran’s voice in my head saying, you want a what? You
spent how much on a coffee? That would have paid for my
week’s messages!’
Perhaps there is too much choice. Perhaps we have been fooled
into thinking that all of life is made up of choices that we somehow
get to make.
I think that there are actually very few choices that matter. Who
are we going to live our lives for, what are we going to spend our
lives doing, and who are we going to spend our lives with? Those
are the important questions, every other one is not really a
decision. I suspect that all brands of bacon come from pink pigs,
so little choice there. I suspect that all detergents come from the
similar chemicals, so little choice there, and so on.
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There is one other decision which undergirds and influences the
three decisions I have said matter – who are we going to live our
lives for, ourselves alone, or for others, what are we going to live
our lives doing, getting rich, or choosing a career which serves
others, who are we going to live our lives with, that is, being
faithful to our spouse, and it is highlighted in a conversation that
Jesus has with His disciples in Luke 9 verses 18-28.
Jesus asks them who people say He is, and the disciples report
the various theories they have heard proposed as to Jesus’
identity. Jesus then turns to Peter, and point blank asks him, ‘but
who do you say I am?’ This is the question of questions and the
decision of decisions. The answer to this will affect every other
aspect of Peter’s life, and of our lives also, because this is a
decision every person will make in life.
Many do not answer the question, or do not bother to investigate
it to give a serious answer. That is in itself a decision to reject
Christ.
So here is the question again – who do you say Christ is? If He
is the Messiah, then what are you going to do about it. If you can’t
be bothered or dismiss this question, then you have answered it
already, Christ was the fool on the Cross. What do you say?
Ricky Reid – Minister of Foveran Parish

Church Magazine Revamp
We will be making a few changes to this magazine in the coming
months so watch out for some exciting new content and a bit of
a revamp. If you have any suggestions of things you’d like to read
about, please let me know at jane@bradford1.net.
The Editor
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We like to do things BIG here at Foveran Parish Church 😊

The Christian Aid BIG Breakfast was
held in May before church on the
Sunday and before school / work
mid-week. The smell of bacon
(generously donated by Watsons
Family Butcher) / coffee / croissants
was delicious and everyone enjoyed
doing the Christian Aid Pop Quiz
while tucking in. This, along with the
door-to-door collection, raised over
£1200 for the work of this special
organisation which does so much
good
in
the
world.
See
www.christianaid.org.uk for info
about their mission
Then we had the BIG
Band’s next appearance at
church
which
was
awesome. The band is
growing from strength to
strength and is well worth a
listen. Their last set
included a bit of Elvis and
Paul Simon which got
everyone into the groove.
Well done to them all and to
Andrew for leading them,
and we look forward to their
next gig.
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Holiday Club

Polar Explorers Holiday Club took place
in Newburgh Public Hall in August. We
met every morning from Mon - Fri and
enjoyed a varied programme of games,
songs, crafts, drama and bible stories.
Each day we learned about people in
the bible who may have been unlikely
candidates to be part of God’s
expedition, going into the world to tell
people about Jesus. We learned that
each of us, despite our many faults and
failings is loved by God and is never too
ANYTHING to be a part of God’s Big
Expedition!
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Sunday School Picnic

Thank You
Many thanks are due to Anne Botheroyd for her faithful work for
the past few years, administering the ‘Life and Work’ magazines,
and being responsible for the Church Hall bookings. Anne will be
moving to be nearer her family soon, and so I would like to thank
Anne Massie for agreeing to take on the ‘Life and Work’
magazines and Wendy Colquhoun for taking on the Church Hall
bookings.
These changes will take place from 1st September, so by the
time you read this it will have happened. If you would like to
receive a copy of ‘Life and Work’ regularly, please see Anne
Massie and for all Church Hall bookings, please contact Wendy
on 07734 306200.
The Board and Session are grateful to all those who volunteer
within the life of the Church in any capacity – even if we maybe
don’t say so as often as we should. We are also always on the
lookout for those who would like to feel more involved by doing
something. If you feel you have a talent that you think we could
be using within the Church, please see either myself or Ricky and
let us know how you would like to be useful.
Sue Edwards

It was a beautiful sunny
day for the Sunday
School picnic at the
beach this year. A
perfect way to celebrate
the end of another year
of Sunday School and
the start of summer
holidays.
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Social Committee Report
The Kirk Roup has been a valuable and well supported community
event for many years now, but donations were well down last year for
the auction sale and so in 2017 we are holding instead a Silent Auction
in the Public Hall, Newburgh. It will take place on Saturday 18th
November starting at 1pm and will also include a baking stall and teas.
Donations of items for the Silent Auction and also for the baking stall
and teas will be much appreciated and can be handed in at the hall
between 11am and 12noon on the day. This event will be an important
fund raiser for the church – please try to support it and come along to
enjoy a cuppa and fellowship as the bidding proceeds during the
afternoon. Items will go to the highest bidders.
There will be further publicity on posters and in the local press nearer
the time, or speak to any Social Committee member if you would like
more details in the meantime.
Mary Smith, Social Convenor

Pastoral Notices
Funerals
19th May
27th June
14th July
31st July
15th August
17th August

John (Jock) Sherriffs
George Bruce (Ellon Parish Church)
Ailsa Kennedy (Memorial Service)
Dorothy (Dot) Wood
James (Jimmy) Milne
Moira McIntyre

Gordon McIntyre wishes to thank everyone who gave to the collection
at his mother, Moira McIntyre’s funeral in Holyrood chapel on 17th
August. £393.46 was raised and donated to MacMillan Cancer
Support.
Weddings
17thJune
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Matthew Jones & Debbie Andrews
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Dates for your Diaries
Sun 24th September Back to Church Sunday
Fri 29th September Holiday Club, Church Hall, Newburgh,
3.30 – 4.30pm. Open to all primary school
children. Pre-schoolers are welcome with an
adult.
Sun 15th October

Harvest Service, 11am, Holyrood Chapel

Sun 29th October

Holy Communion Service, 11am, Holyrood
Chapel

Wednesday Prayer Meeting, 7.30pm, Vestry
Thursday House Group, Andrew & Christine Mitchell’s house,
7pm (Contact Andrew or Christine 751743)
Corner Cafe, Thursdays, 10-12noon, Church Hall, Newburgh
Once a Fortnight
Ladies’ Prayer Meeting, 10-11.30am every second Friday,
Vestry, Holyrood Chapel (Contact Sue 789139)
YF Youth Fellowship, every second Tuesday, Paula Hawthorn’s
house (Contact Paula 789751)

Sun 12th November Remembrance Sunday, 10.45am, Holyrood
Chapel
Sat 18th November Silent Auction, 1pm, Newburgh Public Hall
Fri 25th November Holiday Club, Church Hall, Newburgh,
3.30 – 4.30pm.

Each Week
Sunday Morning Prayer Meeting, 10.15-10.45am, Vestry,
Holyrood Chapel
Sunday Morning Service, 11am, Holyrood Chapel

Stop Press!
Congratulations to Polline
and Rob Cruickshanks on
the safe arrival of their
beautiful baby boy, Hamish
Malachi Cruickshanks, who
was born on 21st August
2017. He was a wee bit early
but luckily the cot had been
purchased the day before so
everything worked out fine!

Tuesday Morning Bible Study, 10.15-11.30am, Vestry
(Contact Yvonne 789225 or Pamela 01779 841166)
Tuesday Afternoon Bible Study, 1.30-3pm, Vestry
(Contact Yvonne 789225 or Sue 789139)
Wednesday Vestry Hour (a chance to speak to Ricky),
6.15 – 7.15pm, Vestry
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