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Our Interim Moderator’s Letter 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
Seen any good films lately?  The cold weather and long dark nights 
encourage us to hunker down on the sofa or in a cinema to lose 
ourselves in some well-told story.  One film I’ve seen recently is “Les 
Miserables”.  You probably know the story.  If so, you will remember 
that early on, the starving, escaped convict Jean Valjean is given 
food and a bed by a priest.  He responds by pinching the church’s 
silver and taking off in the middle of the night.  He’s picked up by the 
police, brought back, accused of theft.  But the priest surprises 
Valjean - and the police - by saying, “Oh no, I gave him this silver,” 
and then, “My friend, you forgot these,” and hands him two silver 
candlesticks. 
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The police look doubtful and depart.  Valjean 
looks amazed and the priest says to him, “Use this 
silver to make yourself an honest man.”  Valjean 
leaves, with the explosive power of forgiveness let 
loose in his heart.  The story continues, with much 
drama around poverty, loss, revolution, love (and 
some good music!) - but through it all is the reality 
and power of forgiveness. 
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That film is a musical based on historical fiction.  Another film I’ve 
seen is a true story about a real, living person.  “The Lady” 
dramatises the events so far in the life of Aung San Suu Kyi.  She is 
the  daughter  of  a  much-loved,  but  then  assassinated,  founder of 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There is one memorable scene when she is out and about meeting 
people at a political rally, and is challenged by a group of soldiers 
who take aim at her with their rifles.  She walks towards them, slowly 
but clearly daring them to shoot.  She comes right up to the nearest 
soldier and gently but firmly puts her finger on the muzzle of his gun.  
The soldiers back off.   
 
It is that sort of courage that means that at last there is some 
progress towards change in Burma.  The dignity of her readiness to 
sacrifice herself for others has begun to overcome the power of brute 
force.  
 
Why am I giving you film reviews in a church magazine?  Well, 
maybe it’s because of the power of stories to affect our thinking and 
our living.  A story can show us the example of someone who 
inspires us, shows us the possibility of change.  It works in a way that 
is different from when a parent or a friend (or a minister!) tells us 
what’s good for us.  With them, we don’t always respond positively - 
what do they know anyway! - theirs is an external view.  But a story 
gets under our skin and into our heart and mind, so that a new view 
can grow from inside us, become our own.   
 
Jesus did much of his teaching through stories.  And for some of us 
who may have become over-familiar with our Bible stories, it’s no bad 
thing to be reminded of their lasting truth by films that bring alive the 

power of such biblical thoughts as forgiveness and self-sacrifice, 
whether in the streets of 19th century Paris or 21st century Rangoon. 
 
With my warmest wishes,  
 

Anthony 
 
 

 

Our search for a new minister 

 
Before Christmas, the congregation elected eleven members to form 
the nominating committee.  It is their job to look for and identify one 
person whom they can recommend to the congregation as a future 
minister for Foveran Parish Church.  The convener of the committee 
is Andrew Mitchell and the secretary is Sue Edwards. 
 
The kirk session recently agreed a parish profile, which describes 
who we are and what we do as a church family.  This is being put on 
the church website [www.fpchurch. co.uk] so that anyone interested - 
and particularly potential ministers - can find out more about the 
location, the people and activities here. 
 
All of us can be responsible for attracting the best possible candidate 
to Foveran, and anyone may know of or suggest a person to the 
committee.  However, their work is strictly confidential and no one 
should enquire from members of the committee what they are doing, 
or “how it’s going”.  We need to be patient until the committee are 
ready to bring their nominee to the congregation. 
 
One thing we can all do is pray for the right person to come as 
minister.  Each Sunday morning, at 10.15 in the vestry, anyone is 
welcome to join in a short time of prayer for the work of the committee 
and the church as a whole.  Come if you can - or if you can’t at that 
time, please pray anyway. 

     
Anthony Craig, Interim Moderator 
 
email: craig.glasgow@gmx.net  tel: 01358 751247 

 

 

Burma’s independence.  She married an 
Englishman and lived in Oxford for years.  Much 
later, with Burma suffering under the oppressive 
regime of the military, she chose to go back to 
her country and become the leader of a 
democratic opposition.  She has endured 
decades of house arrest, deciding not to leave 
Burma - or be with her husband when he died - 
because she knew the military would never let 
her return.  She had to make that terrible choice 
between family and country.   
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The Carols by Candlelight evening in Newburgh Public Hall was 

lovely. The hall was dotted with paper lanterns and the lights were 
turned down low making a beautiful atmosphere in which to enjoy 
singing all the traditional Christmas Carols and songs with a mince 
pie and some mulled wine. A collection was taken and £50 was given 
to New Life Home Trust. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Two of the kitchen helpers who did a 
great job (above)! 

The hall was packed out (below). 

 

 

 

Christmas at Foveran Parish Church 

 

Sadie looks 
unimpressed 
with the 

singing!           

As usual, the children did us 
proud in their Nativity Play. 
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Our Christmas Eve Christingle Service was really nice. Children and 
fire don’t always mix well but the Christingle candles were all lit and 
enjoyed with no mishaps! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Calendar of Worship 

 
During our period of waiting for a new minister, we have different 
preachers who will come to lead us in worship. Here is a list of who 
has been and is to come in the next while.   
 
6th January             Susanna Bichard 
 
13th Jan.                 James Gregory 
 
20th Jan.                 Susanna Bichard 
 
27th Jan.                 Alan Doak 
 
3rd February  (Messy Church)    Alan Doak 
 
10th Feb.                Susanna Bichard 
 
17th Feb.               Susanna Bichard 
 
24th Feb.  (Thinking Day)           James Gregory 
 
3rd March               James Gregory 
 
10th Mar.                Anthony Craig 
 
17th Mar.  (Messy Church)          Susanna Bichard 
 
24th Mar.  (Palm Sunday)     Susanna Bichard 
 
28th Mar.  (Maundy Thursday)   Anthony Craig 
 
29th Mar. (Good Friday, at Belhelvie)  Peter Kiehlmann 
 
31st Mar. (Easter) 09.00 (Gallows Hill) Andrew Mitchell 

11.00  (Holyrood) Anthony Craig

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas at Foveran Parish Church 

6 7 



New Life Home Trust Update 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
God certainly blessed us as we raised £700 which now makes our 
total £7045.14 – fantastic!! 
 
I would like to thank you all for your continuing support of this charity, 
which is very close to my heart, and if anyone would like to have a 
bead party, make beads or help at bead events, please let me know. 
 

The total cost of installing solar panels is £10,000 so we are well on 
the way. Guy and Suzanna Bastable are visiting in June and I have 
asked them if they would come to Newburgh and visit us then.  
 
Below is a letter I received officially thanking us for the funds raised.  
I thank you again for your support, God Bless, Paula 

Jambo Friends! 
 
Here is an update on the fundraising efforts for 
the solar panels for the New Life Home Trust. 
 
On Thursday 31st January I hosted a bead party 
in the Bridge of Don Baptist Church (see pics 
below), along with my glamorous assistants 
Erica, Jane, Jess, Wendy, Fiona and Mary. 
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Foveran Parish Church – Africa 2013 
 
Please can you help us to help other people? 

 
A group of people from Foveran 
Parish Church have formed a 
team to travel to Uganda in July 
2013 to work with a charity called 
Kids Club Kampala, and we are 
asking for prayer support for the 
trip and are fundraising to enable 
the teenage members of our 
team to take part.  
 
 

Foveran Parish Church is already supporting the work of the Kids 
Club Kampala by raising funds through Footprints Café, and this trip 
gives us an opportunity to give practical support and to further our 
links with the charity.  
 
Kids Club Kampala (KCK) is a Christian organisation, which aims to 
bring hope and love to vulnerable children in Uganda, and through 
this to transform poor communities. KCK began by providing children 
in slum communities with the opportunity to develop skills and 
confidence through play. This work was started by UK Gap Year 
teams, who on their return to UK raised funds to employ a Ugandan 
administrator to develop the work. There are now fifteen Kids Clubs 
running in Kampala on Saturdays staffed by local volunteers! Our 
team will work alongside local Ugandans to help support and develop 
their projects, and be led by Pete and Beth Crosthwaite ( Peter and 
Tricia Kiehlmann’s daughter and son-in-law), who were involved in 
founding Kids Club Kampala. More information about KCK can be 
found on their website www.kidsclubkampala.org 
 
Some of the team will also have the opportunity to travel on to visit 
New Life Homes in Nairobi. As a church we have been raising money 
over the past year to buy solar panels for one of their homes (see 
Paula’s article on pages 8 & 9). This charity does brilliant work 
rescuing abandoned babies in Kenya and finding new homes for 
them: www.newlifehometrust.org 
 

The teenage team members  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jess Stirton; Jess has a passion to help children and babies enjoy 
their lives and reach their full potential. She is in full-time education at 
Ellon Academy in her fifth year and wishes to become a primary 
school teacher. She is naturally gifted at working with children and 
helps coach a local football team. One of the current developments 
for KCK she hope to be involved with is to establish girls’ football 
teams in the clubs. Jess122x@hotmail.co.uk 
 
Cameron Dow; Cameron recently finished his sixth year at school 
and is now studying at Banff and Buchan College on the “Shell 
Engineering Scheme”. He enjoys practical work and it is also his 
passion to be able to make a difference in children’s lives and to 
share his knowledge and musical abilities with them. Being one of 
seven kids himself he has spent all of his life caring for younger 
siblings! He also has experience running local holiday clubs and 
events. cameron.dow@btinternet.com Tel: 07867307616 
 
Shannon, Jess and Cameron are fundraising to be able to join the 
team. Money they raise will help to cover travel and living costs whilst 
volunteering in Uganda and a donation to Kids Club Kampala. Please 
support us in prayer as we prepare to go and during our work in July.  
Fundraising events include:  

 A Fundraising Fun Day on Sunday 24th February from 
2.30pm in the Church Hall - including men’s leg wax! 

 Jess & Cameron are swimming 4,995 lengths of Ellon pool - 
the same number of miles as from Aberdeen to Kampala. 
They are doing very well so far. 

 
Thank you very much!    Shannon, Jess and Cameron 

 

Shannon Dewars; Shannon works as a 
child carer and has experience working with 
disabled children. She hopes to gain an 
insight into how children with disabilities are 
looked after in Uganda and help develop the 
work that KCK does with these children. Her 
UK work includes supporting and guiding 
families that are struggling to cope with 
difficult situations. shannond93@live.com 
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Treasurer’s Report 
 

 
 

I am writing this on my return from the hive of activity that was the 
February Messy Church lunch.  So much has been invested in and by 
our church family recently – and I don’t just mean financial 
investment.  But this is a good time to look back at 2012, and the 
state of our bank accounts. (I’ve rounded most of the relevant sums 
to 2 significant figures.) 
 

During 2012, our income was almost £64,000, and expenditure just 
over £58,000.  Let’s look at some of the income first.  Over £37,000 
came from the weekly offerings (including the bank standing orders 
set up by our members).  We recovered more than £9,200 tax from 
Gift Aid, and users of our church hall contributed £1,800.  Corner 
Café gave us £2,000 towards fabric (i.e. building repairs and 
maintenance), and in January this year contributed another £1,000.  
Much of the profit from the events organised by our Social Committee 
goes to charity, but recent tradition means that the Annual Roup in 
November raised well over £1,000 for church funds. 
   
And expenditure?  It won’t surprise you to read that electricity for our 
3 buildings cost £2,600, and rates (payable only on the manse) and 
insurance cost £4,300.  Printing and stationery costs amounted to 
£1,700, and our contribution to our minister’s travel came to £2,700.  
We paid £20,853 (no rounding this time!) to the Church of Scotland 
Ministries and Missions fund; in this way contributing towards the 
minister’s salary. We are a charity, but still sent money to other 
charities during the year, £1,170 going to New Life Home Trust (some 
of this money was collected in 2011). 

The fabric of our buildings was greatly enhanced during 2012, and as 
already mentioned Corner Café has contributed greatly to that. Our 
much-missed friend Anne Gillespie, a former Fabric Convener, asked 
that any money collected at her funeral should go to that fund, and I 
know she’d approve of the new dishwasher and other improvements 
that ease the work of our many volunteers. 
 

I haven’t detailed all the income and expenditure transactions; my 
report at our Stated Annual Meeting in March will do that.  Here’s the 
thought for this newsletter.  It is gratifying that we have a 
“guaranteed” income from the bank standing orders/direct debits set 
up by some members.  The problem could be that your regular - and 
generous - payment set up a few years ago is no longer a realistic 
donation to the work of our Church.  Please reflect on that! 
 

Frances Morrison                                                                                 
3 February 2013  

 
 

Gift Aid Envelopes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Missing 
 

Has anyone borrowed Pam Millichip’s keys which have a red sports 
car fob? 

           

 

If you pay tax and do not use Weekly Freewill 
Offering envelopes (which are available from 
Christine Fordyce) and want to put money in 
the plate on a Sunday please put loose cash 
in a Gift Aid Envelope (from the table). We 
can then claim tax back. 
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Social Committee 
 

Some time ago now, the annual ROUP took place on Saturday 24 
November 2012 in the Public Hall, Newburgh. As usual there were 
lots of interesting items handed in for the auction and sales tables – 
also fresh vegetables, home baking and preserves, and wonderful 
Christmas cakes from Anne Wolrige-Gordon which were all eagerly 
snapped up. The final amount raised for church funds as a result of 
this event was approx. £965. Our grateful thanks go to the auctioneer 
and all helpers, and to everyone who supported this event in any way.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
all sang Auld Lang Syne. Our thanks to everyone who came along – 
the event was completely sold out and it was great to see so many 
young folk involved. We hope that you enjoyed the fellowship, food 
and entertainment – we were made very welcome by the Golf Club 
and there was a great atmosphere in the clubhouse throughout the 
evening; my own special thanks go to Colleen and Graham Lorimer, 
and of course Martin Bulmer, for their help in organising the event. 
While paying tribute to the Bard, we are delighted that the evening 
also enabled us to raise just over £170 for the New Life Home Trust. 
 
LOOKING AHEAD: Frances and Peter Morrison are now ready to tell 
us about their experiences at Olympics 2012, and they will give an 
ILLUSTRATED TALK in the Church Hall on Friday 22 February, 
starting at 7.30pm. This is sure to be an entertaining evening, which 
will conclude with refreshments and an opportunity to chat. We hope 
that lots of you will come along, ready to be transported back to the 
excitement and euphoria of July 2012. To show our appreciation to 
Frances and Peter, there will be an opportunity at the close of the 
evening for you to make a donation to support the work of our 
missionary partners, David and Rebecca Morton, at Nkhoma Hospital 
in Malawi. 

Mary Smith  (Social Convener, Tel: 01358 742234) 
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Very recently on      
Friday 25 January 
many members and 
friends enjoyed our 
annual BURNS 
SUPPER, held this 
year jointly with 
Newburgh-on-Ythan 
Golf Club in the golf 
clubhouse. Peter 
Morrison as chairman 
ensured that 
everything everything ran smoothly. Don 

Hawthorn gave the Selkirk Grace 
and piped in the haggis, which was 
proudly borne aloft by Martin Bulmer 
(the caterer) with George Adams as 
Quaich bearer bringing the all 
important refreshment. Alistair 
Cruickshank addressed the haggis 
in his own inimitable style and we 
were treated to a clever and 
entertaining Immortal Memory and 
Toast to the Bard by Don Hawthorn. 
There is no stopping Alistair- he 
enthralled his audience with brilliant 
renditions of the Burns poems ‘To a 
mouse’ and ‘Tam O’Shanter’. 

Then we were treated to 
fantastic musical 
entertainment performed 
by Doreen Astley, 
Shannon Dewar, 
Cameron Dow, Carole, 
Danny and Will Hawthorn 
and Hayley McFarlane – 
and it was good to be 
invited to join with them in  

singing some of the well-
loved songs. The chairman 
expressed our appreciation 
to Martin and the staff for 
an excellent meal and 
warmly thanked all the 
performers, and Graham 
Lorimer finally gave our 

thanks to Peter before we  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Corner Café 
 

Corner Café would like to invite everyone in the Parish (and beyond!) 
along to the Church Hall each Thursday morning for a coffee, a fine 
piece and a chat. We are open to all in our community, young and 
old, so if you haven’t already, please do come along. We are very 
child friendly with plenty of toys for children to play with. Come and 
support your local community while at the same time be waited upon 
by our lovely ladies – see some of them in action below! 
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An Easter Quiz! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Do you know what really happened at the first Easter? Just to test 
your knowledge - can you answer the following questions? 
 
1. What happened on Good Friday? 
2. What happened on Easter Sunday? 
3. In which city did the events of Holy Week take place? 
4. Who was Pontius Pilate? 
5. Who betrayed Jesus? 
 
ANSWERS 
1. Jesus Christ was put to death on a cross - crucified.  Christians 
remember this on Good Friday, as Jesus' death paid the price of all 
our sins, and gave all people the way to have a relationship with God. 
Our service on Good Friday, held jointly with Belhelvie Church, allows 
us to reflect on this. 
 
2. Jesus Christ came alive after being dead for three days! The 
resurrection! Jesus showed that he is God, by defeating the power of 
death, and he lives today and wants all people to come to know God 
through him.  On Easter Sunday we celebrate that Jesus has risen 
and is alive! 
 
3. Jerusalem (no marks for Rome, Aberdeen or Ellon!) 
 
4. Pilate was the Roman ruler of Jerusalem at the time. 
 
5. Judas Iscariot was one of Jesus' twelve disciples and he betrayed 
Jesus to the religious leaders of the day for thirty pieces of silver. 
 

Dates for your Diaries 
 

Fri 22nd Feb Olympic and Paralympic Presentation by  
 Frances & Peter Morrison, Church Hall, 7.30pm 
 

Sun 24th Feb Thinking Day Service 
 

Fri 1st March World Day of Prayer Service, 
 Belhelvie Church, 7.30pm 
 

Sun 17th March Messy Church, 11am, Newburgh Public Hall 
 

Sun 24th March Palm Sunday Service, 
 11am, Holyrood Chapel 
 

Thurs 28th March Maundy Thursday Communion Service, 
 7.30pm, Holyrood Chapel 
 

Fri 29th March Good Friday Service, 
 7.30pm, Belhelvie Church 
 

Sun 31st March 9am - Egg Rolling on Gallows Hill 
 (Meet at 9am in Briggies car park before we walk 

up Gallows Hill for a short service and then egg 
rolling – bring your own decorated hard boiled 
eggs!) Afterwards there will be breakfast served 
in the Church Hall.  

 11am – Easter Service, Holyrood Chapel, 
including decorated egg competition. 

 

Sun 21st April Messy Church, 11am, Newburgh Public Hall 
 

Sun 26th May Messy Church, 11am, Newburgh Public Hall 
 

Sun 23rd June Messy Church, 11am, Newburgh Public Hall then 
Sunday School Picnic 

 
Pastoral Notices 

Baptisms 
30th Dec 2012  Barclay Bowman 
 

Funerals 
28th Dec 2012  George Cruickshank 
8th Feb 2013  Helen Cassie 
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