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Dear Friends,
The winner takes it all, the loser standing small, beside the
victory, that’s her destiny.
ABBA 1980
The Olympic Games have certainly shown how true those lines are,
for all glory goes to the victors and the losers so often fade into
anonymity as if they’d never even been there. The cameras, the
eyes of the world, are all on the victor standing on the podium and
few people even turn a thought to the losers who have given the last
four years and more of their lives in preparation for the few moments
that have just gone before; moments in which failure marked their
efforts instead of the hoped for glory.
Even silver or bronze doesn’t seem good enough for some. Being
the world’s second best seems for them to have no rating. It’s all or
nothing. The winner it seems does indeed take it all, and all credit to
the winners for they have worked incredibly hard and most certainly
deserve their medals and the glory and fame which attaches to them.
All of the teams have experienced these mixed feelings as some who
were expected to bring home gold, failed to achieve their dream
while others triumphed unexpectedly. We have seen victory snatched
from the jaws of defeat and victory slip so easily from the hand of
champions.
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best of the person sitting beside us in church, or anywhere else for
that matter, but simply our own personal best achieved in our own
imperfect bodies. And isn’t that all we can do anyway? No one can
do better than their personal best. Despite what you hear on TV
regularly about promises by individuals to give 110% to some
venture, that’s simply not possible. The very best anyone can do is
100%. That’s our personal best and that’s all that God wants from
us. He doesn’t want what he knows we cannot achieve.
But what of the second best and the third and yes, those who failed
to be placed at all? What of them and their shattered dreams? What
price their failure? Yes, we all can sympathise with the tears of the
losers for we’ve all been there in life, perhaps more often than
winning. Whether the losing was on the athletic track, swimming
pool, an exam, a job interview, a career, a chronic illness, a
relationship, it matters little, for the feeling is much the same;
disappointment, loss, even grief at lost possibilities and vanished
horizons. We all know the distress and frustration as efforts and
expectations come to nothing. The loser standing small. Yes, we all
know how that feels. Humility has a habit of visiting us all and
bringing us all down, even the most famous.
Christians are no less affected by failure than others for we all know
what it’s like as hopes, pinned on success of some sort, are trampled
in the dust of failure. Yet, as Christians we surely have an
advantage, for although the pain of failure is no less than with nonbelievers, we can turn to God and ask, ‘Well, what now?’ for we
believe that in all things God’s plan will be fulfilled, for us and for
those around us, so as one door closes we naturally await the
opening of another that will lead to something else, perhaps even
better than the failed expectation we had held. And besides, for the
Christian it’s not about being the best in the world in our chosen field,
aiming to get on the podium alongside the greats, but life is rather
about achieving a personal best, running life’s race to the very best
of our own personal abilities as a child of God, created, known and
loved by Him. And it’s not about self-gain either is it? It is about
glory, certainly, but it’s the glorifying of God that we seek, not
ourselves.
So in that respect every one of us gets to be a winner for all that God
requires of us is that we do our own personal best. Not the personal
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Yet it’s more still even than that, for achieving our own personal best
for God’s glory and enjoyment results in the victor’s crown for us all!
That’s the wonderful promise of taking part in the human race, for we
are assured of the victor’s crown, better by far than an Olympic Gold
medal, for the victor’s crown is no less than eternal life, a place in
heaven on the podium. But there’s something else, for in the race of
life we don’t compete against other Christians, we race alongside
them to support and encourage them to persevere, with Jesus
running alongside as a personal trainer, shoulder to shoulder,
encouraging us to go further and to attempt still more.
As he accompanies us to the finishing line, imagine for a moment
that as we reach the tape he suddenly breaks his stride so that we
cross first. We break the tape and not him. Through his efforts he
wins the victory for us but we gain the prize. He leads all the way but
we get the gold medal. He gives us the victory. That is indeed what
he has done, for he has ensured the victory for us through his death
on the cross and through his triumph over death. Our prize, eternal
life, is ours for the taking. All we need do is run our race of life to the
best of our own abilities with Jesus at our side and we will cross the
finishing line safely, assured of eternal life.
So next time you stand small remember the real victory is in your
grasp because the prize has already been won for you by Jesus. All
we need to do is to keep going until we reach the finish and pass
over into eternity, the victor’s crown won.
As Paul says, “Thanks be to God! He gives us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ.”
1 Corinthians 15:57
Yours in Christ
Kenneth
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We are very blessed in Foveran Parish Church to have a busy and
vibrant group of children and teenagers who add vigour and life to
our church. The next few pages are testament to the many exciting
things they have been up to over the summer.

Messy Church

Explorers Sunday School Picnic
Despite the rain our annual Sunday School Picnic was great fun
again this year. Rugs were spread out on the floor of Foveran Village
Hall and after a picnic feast there was plenty of fun and games for
everyone. Along with the prize-giving, which was held at the church
before-hand, it was a fun finish to the Sunday School year.

A massive thank you must go to our
Sunday School and Youth Leaders
who enjoyed a well earned break
over the summer. Without your faith,
hard work and fun our church would
not be the same!
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Suits you Fraser!

The Holiday Club
This year the theme for the Holiday Club was ‘On Your Marks’ in
keeping with the Olympics. Our teenagers ran it with some adult
helpers, and they must be doing something right because more
children than ever before came along to join in the fun. Here are
some comments made by the participants...

“I liked... EVERYTHING!”
Hollie Allan

“I liked the eating!” Esme Holmes
“I liked dancing to
‘Moves Like Jagger’”
Jay Colquhoun

“I liked when I
had to speak in
a voice like the
queen!”
Noah Freeland
“I liked making the biscuits and pizza”
Ruth & Rachel Burns

6

7

London 2012 Stories
Our very own Frances and
Peter
Morrison
were
volunteers at the London
2012 Olympic Games Rowing
Regatta;
here
is
their
fascinating
account
of
behind-the-scenes
at
the
Olympics.
Peter became involved with
rowing in the 1960s when a
student at Aberdeen University.
He quickly became recognised
as a willing volunteer for any job
and has been deeply involved in
rowing ever since.

Peter is photographed in his NTO uniform
and Frances in her GamesMaker uniform.

He has been on club, Scottish, British and International committees,
became an International Umpire in 1985 and was Chairman of the
World Masters Regatta (the biggest annual rowing event in the world,
and held in different countries) from 1994 to 2010.
Age meant his retiral in 2010, a rule with which he agrees entirely, as
it leaves opportunities open to younger rowers.
Thus in London
2012 he was a simple volunteer as all his previous status had gone,
except that, as a former International Umpire, he was an NTO
(National Technical Official) - hence the different coloured uniform
from the purple and red GamesMaker's attire. He was responsible
for checking the minimum weight of the rowing boats used in the
Olympic Regatta - the beauty of this job being that he had the
wonderful experience of meeting every crew in the regatta. Rowing
has long felt that the sport is intended to be a competition between
athletes and not a competition between the rowing federations which
have the most money to develop lighter and faster craft. This rule
was introduced more than 20 years ago and is the envy of many
other sports nowadays. A single scull, for example, has to weigh not
less than 14kgs. Most boats used are only a little over the minimum
weights, but only one failed at the 2012 Olympic Regatta and had to
be penalised by Peter's team.
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The last boat selected
for weighing was the
gold-medal-winning GBR
Men's Four, and their
exemplary
splendid
attitude, as we later
congratulated them, was
shown by their sincere
remark "No - thank YOU
for all your help and
support".

Team GB lead Australia in the men's Four final
at Eton Dorney

When Peter entered UDAC to collect his Olympic Uniform, G4S
Security guards asked if he was coming in to work for LOCOG or
G4S.
He questioned whether G4S were still recruiting and they
replied "Yes, but only for a Chief Executive!".
The armed forces
conducting the security checks were wonderful; unfailingly polite,
welcoming, friendly and very efficient; could they now be deployed in
our airports?
All the volunteers we encountered were brilliant there is no other word for it.
And all the athletes we met were
humble and vocally appreciative of the work of the volunteers.
If you were not sure, then Sir Steve Redgrave really is a very nice
guy, clearly loved and respected by all. He also does a power of
work for medical research and charities.
Frances was also based at Eton Dorney Lake, as well as at the
University campus (Olympic Rowing Village) where the rowers stayed
during the regatta, the official Olympic Village being too far away for
easy access to the rowing course. She was part of the sport
information team, dealing with athletes, their coaches and the Team
Managers. The Information people had to help the teams to book
transport to and from their village, liaise with the caterers at Eton
Dorney when the crews wished to eat there rather than back at their
accommodation, distribute information and race results to all the
teams (59 nations in the Rowing competition), organise bookings for
DVDs of races, deal with "Lost and Founds", and generally smile and
be helpful. Some of the Rowing Team Managers were initially a bit
demanding in their requests. The realisation that the GamesMakers
were all volunteers probably made a difference to their attitudes; for
whatever reason, by the end of the Olympic Rowing Event, all Teams
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and Team Managers declared themselves delighted with everything
the GamesMakers had done for them. To quote one Team Manager,
"Whatever we asked, you found the answer for us, and delivered it
with a lovely smile."
France reports: "It was good to meet and work with people I've
known for years, and to get to know many GamesMakers from
different nations and walks of life. Tobias was a young German
who'd been studying in The Netherlands, and was about to embark
on a few months' work experience in India. John is an Assistant
Headmaster who has no background in this sport but is a born
organiser and great fun. Annika was paid by LOCOG to keep us all in
order; in real life she is a young lecturer at Loughborough University
and some of her tales reassured me that I'm glad to have retired from
teaching!
On 27th July (our wedding anniversary), Peter had a ticket for the
Opening Ceremony while Cinderella Frances manned the Info. desk
at the Village. Not all athletes went to the Opening Ceremony, but
celebrations were organised for them at the Rowing and Canoeing
village. These included a visit from The Blues and Royals Brass
Band, who paraded up and down the street through the campus.
Many of the rowers we saw later competing at a very high level were
clearly appreciative that they were not being left out of the
celebrations. Team Managers had official uniforms as well as more
practical tracksuits, but not all had got round to trying on their
uniforms. Minutes before the official buses were to leave for the
Ceremony, I came across one enterprising GamesMaker on her
knees, urging a Team Manager (whose English seemed non-existent)
to stand up straight, so that she could take up the hem of his trousers
- using a stapler.
In idle moments, when there were few athletes around, we devised
competitions among ourselves. There was a daily trivia question
about the Olympics, and we also competed for the Champion
Sellotape roller. The tape started on the desk in our office, was
skilfully nudged so that it landed on the concrete floor, and proceeded
towards the lake. Much expertise was involved, of course, and I am
glad to boast that I was the winner of the competition - although I did
have to rush out to stop the roll disappearing into the lake. I still await
my gold medal.
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We worked in a restricted area, where our main task was to ensure
that the athletes could concentrate on their competition. This meant
that we were strictly banned from taking photographs or even from
instigating conversations with the rowers. But quite often they would
come to pass the time of day with us. A bit of name-dropping here one of our most regular visitors was Andy Triggs-Hodge, who won
gold as part of the British Men's Four. And the delightful Katherine
Grainger, whom we have known for years, took the time to wave to
me en route for a race, and later singled Peter out for a big hug.
One huge bonus was being within earshot of the spectators at Dorney
Lake. I will never forget the enthusiasm they showed for all athletes,
but especially their roars of encouragement for the British crews, and
their ecstatic appreciation for British medals."
If you saw the Olympic Opening
Ceremony on television, you will
remember Emile Sandé singing
"Abide with me". Competitors,
officials and spectators at the
Games were from all faiths, and
none, but to Christians especially
this
hymn
reassured
and
strengthened us.
Emile Sandé singing "Abide with me".

It is clear that many of the athletes have strong Christian or related
beliefs. For example two of the GBR rowers featured in separate
'Songs of Praise' programmes recently; another GBR medal-winning
rower is a practising Muslim. Peter celebrated Holy Communion at
the 08:00 Eucharist service in St Paul's Cathedral one day.
Many people felt emotional during the Olympic Games events as the
winning margins were frequently seen to be very small and it was
clear that the amount of time and effort required over many years to
gain a medal was enormous. Almost every winner was humble and
gracious as we were able to reflect on their efforts during the medal
ceremonies and later interviews.
At the time of writing Peter is
preparing to do the same job at the Paralympic Regatta; if you accept
that the Olympics made you emotional, just wait until you hear from
the Paralympians what they overcome to accomplish their
achievements.
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Treasurer’s Report

“Open plate” (cash in the collecting baskets each Sunday) has
amounted to over £2,500. I suspect that we could, through the
Gift Aid scheme, have claimed back the tax that has already
been paid on much of that £2,500. Speak to me, or to Anne
Whalley, our Gift Aid Convener, for more information. If you are
a U.K. tax payer it is easy to sign up to “Gift Aid."
Our bank balance at the end of July 2012 was £70,218, 37% higher
than the figure of £51,273 in July last year.

This is supposedly the quiet season for Church Treasurers, with
fewer financial transactions to cope with than at other times of the
year. Each month, I await the Bank statement, then transfer all the
figures to Income and Expenditure ledgers, very Dickensian, although
I've progressed beyond using a quill pen. I like having these paper
accounts books to which I can refer easily, but also appreciate the
computer spreadsheet I use which does many intricate calculations
for me at the click of a mouse. (Maybe that should be “the squeak of
a mouse”?) I try to give the congregation an indication in these
reports of how our finances are progressing, but please ask me if
there is anything you would wish to be explained further. I’ll be
delighted to consult the red ledgers and answer your questions.
(Incidentally, in my recent Olympic GamesMaker experience, a young
colleague who is a college lecturer told me that red pens for marking
students’ work are discouraged, as red is “aggressive”. My red
accounts ledgers may have to be given new covers.)
For the first 7 months of 2012, our income was £39,800, and
expenditure £37,400. As I mentioned in May, we should be very
grateful for the voluntary work undertaken on our properties.
Recently, the toilets in the church hall have been replaced, and again
this is largely thanks to church members who organised and
laboured. Not all of us are skilled in this way, but we can all play our
part. If you do not already contribute to the work of Foveran Parish
Church through the Freewill Offering envelopes or by Standing Order,
perhaps you could consider this? Have a look at these figures:
Direct Debit / Weekly Freewill Offering envelopes have
contributed over £20,000 this year. The Gift Aid scheme means
we will be able to claim back tax from some of this total. In June
we received £9,223 from HMRC thanks to the Gift Aid claims for
2011. (See Anne Whalley’s Gift Aid article opposite.)
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To summarise, the congregation is still financially viable most months,
although not always by a significant amount. We do have money in
the bank, but are likely to need that and more if our hopes for the
future of Foveran Parish Church are to come to fruition.
Frances Morrison

14 August 2012

GIFT AID 2011
Recently we received a payment of £9222.84 from H.M. Revenue and
Customs, the amount repaid on donations during 2011 from which
Gift Aid could be recovered.
The Gift Aid return is a big contribution to the finances of Foveran
Parish Church. If you are a taxpayer and you have not completed a
Gift Aid declaration form, please consider doing this. Then any
donations, whether regular or occasional, would be eligible for Gift
Aid, if they can be recorded.
Once you have completed a form, please remember that unlabelled
donations do not earn Gift Aid. You could put a note of your name,
the amount and the date along with the donation or give the note
directly to me.
If you would like a form or have any queries, please just ask me.
Anne Whalley, Gift Aid Treasurer
Tel. 01358 789521
57, Mavis Bank,
Newburgh,
AB41 6FB.

13

THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
MINISTRIES AND MISSION CONTRIBUTIONS 2012

Race for Life

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
Thank you for supporting the worship, mission and service of the
Church through the money you give in your offering. It is important
that you know what happens to this money. This letter tells you how
your congregation’s Ministries and Mission Contribution is used to
enable the work of the Church.
Congregation:
FOVERAN

Contribution
£23,065

Ministries (86%)
£19,836
This provides over 1,000 ministers and other parish workers in
communities throughout Scotland and in the Presbytery of England,
and supports the costs of recruitment and training. The 2012 cost of a
parish minister at the top of the stipend scale is £39,895 (stipend plus
employer’s national insurance and pension contributions).
Mission (14%)
£3,229
This supports the Church’s work in resourcing congregations for
Christian education and outreach, in caring for the most vulnerable in
society, in partnership with Churches in some of the poorest parts of
the world, and in providing a Christian perspective on the issues of
today. It also provides financial, legal, safeguarding and other
services for congregations and committees, and supports the cost of
the General Assembly and the Moderator.
Please note that Ministries and Mission Contributions only
provide part of the total funding required for the work of the
Church listed above. A fuller picture is given in the leaflet
Ministries and Mission 2012, which is available free to all
congregations.
I hope that this helps you to understand Ministries and Mission
Contributions and shows you are enabling the sharing of the gospel
through the money your congregation sends through the Church
Offices to all parts of Scotland and beyond.

Earlier in July we participated in Race for Life in memory of our dear
friend Anne Gillespie. Thankfully, the rain stayed off until the end but
it was somewhat a relief to cool us all down! Our target for fundraising
was £200 to go towards the cause but we are so delighted and
overwhelmed to note that we doubled our target with a final total of
£405. We can't thank you enough for your kind support and
donations. It is going to such a great cause and thankfully we are no
longer aching from the experience!
Many thanks, Linda & Hayley McFarlane.

If you wish to hire
FOVERAN PARISH CHURCH HALL
PLEASE CONTACT
Anne Botheroyd tel. 01358 789409
Or if unavailable
Donna Cruikshank tel. 01358 789688

Yours sincerely, Gordon D Jamieson, Head of Stewardship
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Foveran Parish Church
Social Committee
On Sunday 9 September we
are hoping to have a WALK
TO FORVIE KIRK. We would
plan to meet at the Waterside
car park (just across the
bridge over the River Ythan to
the north of Newburgh) at
2.30pm, and then walk to the
ruined kirk where there would

Forvie Kirk

be a very short act of worship. Then we could enjoy some
refreshment (which we would each have brought with us) before
walking back again to the car park. We hope that many of you (young
and older) will try to come along – for fresh air and exercise and ‘a
good blether’ along the way.

Rehoboth Children’s Homes Trust

www.rehobothchildrenshomes.org
Rehoboth Children’s Home began in 1981 in response to a request
from the Captain of the village of San Pedro on the island of Luzon in
the Philippines. He asked Vernon Andrews, a visitor from the UK, to
help children from poor families in his village by giving them a home
and an education. Vernon, together with his wife Connie, and also a
local pastor along with his wife, established the home and since then
children and young people who have been orphaned, abandoned or
neglected have been loved and cared for. Further homes have been
opened as the work has expanded over the years.

We are also planning to hold a HARVEST CEILIDH DANCE (with
music from The Ythan Fiddlers) on Friday 5 October. This will take
place in The Ythan Hotel and the evening will also include food, as
well as dancing and a little other entertainment. Further details will be
in the local Press and on posters around the parish nearer the time –
and tickets will then be on sale from committee members.

Sadly Vernon Andrews died fairly soon after the first Home was
established, but his wife Connie feels that God wants her to continue
to raise awareness by giving illustrated talks to groups of people of all
ages around the UK. Prayer is felt to be the most important resource
and if two or three in a meeting remember afterwards to pray for the
work then that is a real bonus.

Late November (date to be decided, but likely to be Saturday 24
November) will be time for the ANNUAL ROUP – please keep this in
mind now as we shall be hoping for lots of donations of items for the
auction and also of books, toys and bric-a-brac for the stalls. Please
hold on to any unwanted items in the meantime – let us know if you
need them to be collected in advance out of your way. We very much
appreciate the help and support we receive from the local community
for this event.

Connie grew up in Aberdeenshire, and is a former school friend of
Hazel Stuart, one of our church members. She will be visiting
Scotland later this year, and will include several talks to groups in the
North East while she is here.

All members and friends are warmly invited to all of the above events
– it would be great to see you there.
Mary Smith
(Social Convener) Tel: 01358 742234
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As part of her programme, she will be coming to talk to us at
Foveran Parish Church on Friday 28 September; the talk will take
place in the Church Hall, and begin at 7.30pm.
Connie’s talk will include a power-point presentation and perhaps a
DVD, and she also hopes to bring with her some small items that the
children have made for us to see. This is sure to be a very interesting
evening and all members and friends are invited to come along to
learn more about Rehoboth Children’s Homes Trust.
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David and Rebecca Morton, Nkhoma Hospital, Malawi
Extracts from their June 2012 letter
Dear Family and Friends,
We have finally come out of malaria season with the children’s ward
now averaging 45 instead of 150 patients. Care is still challenging as
the fewer patients in the children’s ward tend to be more complicated
and the medical ward busier with more pneumonia and HIV
complications in a colder season. We are losing our experienced
American paediatrician, Dr Nagy for two years, as she goes for
further studies, and that will leave a big gap in the care of the very
critically ill children. Pray for the more junior clinical staff to learn as
much as possible to manage while she is away.
Recently two new assistants were hired for the chaplaincy
department and they are doing a great job. They are on call for prayer
and counselling and make their own rounds each day. It is very good
to see how patients are responding to this kind of care as well.

Lost Property
Left in Holyrood Chapel – pink striped scarf and two pairs of
sunglasses (one pink, one brown). Please collect them from the
church or phone Christine Fordyce on 789236.

After-Church Fly-Cup
We are noticing that after the Sunday service some people are
staying in Church chatting and arriving at the Church Hall later and
later, sometimes after 1 o’clock. If you would like coffee please could
you make your way along straight away (apart from those counting
the money). You are welcome to stay in the Hall and chat for as long
as you like and then lock up. The tea-servers would like to finish by
1pm and get home for lunch.
On behalf of the tea-servers, thank you.
Christine Fordyce

Dates for your Diaries

In May we loved having some of our family and their friends to visit for
two weeks. Our niece Hannah and friend Kolleen who are nurses
helped out in the medical ward. Our nephew Seth assisted at the
school for our staff children and friend Josiah was a huge help to
Rebecca in the records office. We enjoyed having them to stay.

Sun 9th Sept

Walk to Forvie Church, 2.30pm

Fri 28th Sept

Connie Andrews Talk, 7.30pm, Church Hall

Sun 30th Sept

Messy Church, 11am, Public Hall

Also at the end of May, the Church of Scotland World Mission Council
provided a retreat/conference for all the mission partners in Malawi
and Zambia. We met in Livingstone, Zambia and were treated with
outings to Victoria Falls and Mosi Oa Tunya game park as well as
time to get to know our fellow partners and be refreshed spiritually.

Fri 5th Oct

Harvest Ceilidh Dance, Ythan Hotel

Sun 7th Oct

Harvest Thanksgiving Service, 11am

Sun 28th Oct

Communion, 11am

Sun 4th Nov

Messy Church, 11am, Public Hall

Sat 24th Nov
(provisional)

Annual Roup, Public Hall

Please pray for wisdom in decisions regarding financial management
at this challenging time, also for unity among the staff as there
currently are divisive issues that need forgiveness and reconciliation,
and for wisdom in medical decisions for those very sick and
challenging patients. Give thanks to God for our chaplaincy staff, for
God’s continued provision of resources and staff to provide good
quality care both medically and spiritually for those who come in great
need.
Thank you so much for all of your prayers and support,
David and Rebecca
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Pastoral Notices
Funerals
10th April

Andrew Smith
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